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Opposition tactics at poll raises concern

UNDERHAND t acti cs used by the Opposition, particularly Parti Islam
SeMnl aysi a (PAS), at the Sanggang state seat poll have rai sed concerns on
needs to further tighten existing el ection | aws.

Umo, which fielded a candidate in the election to represent ruling
party Barisan Nasi onal | ast weekend, was unhappy with the Opposition's
tactic to intimdate voters at the small town i n Pahang.

Regardl ess of the |landslide victory that BN managed to register at the
Sanggang state seat by-election, the unsportsman conduct by the Opposition
was too much and a cause of great concern.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said t he Gover nnment may
have to anend the election | ans to ensure that supporters of politica
parti es do not go overboard during el ecti on canpai gns.

Speaking to reporters in Kual a Lunpur yesterday after chairing the Umo
Suprenme Council neeting, he said action of PAS supporters in the Sanggang
by-el ecti on showed that el ection | aws are not respected.

Asked whet her the existing |egislations on el ections may need to be
anended to prevent simlar incidents fromhappening in future el ections,

Dr Mahathir said: "It may be necessary but what is nore inportant is
enf orcement .

He sai d Mal aysi a has al ready established rules preventing dirty tactics
fromemergi ng during an el ection but the incidents still happen |i ke what
occurred i n Sanggang.

It was reported that Qpposition supporters have contravened the el ection
| aws i ncl udi ng canpai gni ng exceedi ng t he m dni ght deadline on the eve of
pol | i ng day.

Dr Mahathir said the Opposition party supporters had swarnmed t he
Sanggang st ate constituency, and they were there clearly attenpting to
make their presence intimdate the voters

"We found that in Chinese areas, where the |ikelihood was that they will
vote for the BN, they parked their cars causing a traffic jamand gat hered
inlarge nunbers in the norning, only 25 per cent of the voters dare to go
out as they were afraid there may be cl ashes.

"The sane situation was faced by the Indian voters who were al so
intimdated by the PAS supporters,” he added.

Dr Mahat hir said the chaos created by the OQpposition supporters had made
it necessary for the Police to erect barbed wire fencing to provide a
passage for voters during the Sanggang state seat by-el ection

"W will table areport to the Cabinet and if there are good suggestions
fromthe Cabinet, then we will submt themto the El ecti on Commi ssion. |f
necessary, we will have new | aws," he added.

Asked to coment on the condition of his Japanese counterpart, Keizo
Obuchi, who has been reported to be in a coma, Dr Mahathir said he is
saddened by the devel opnent.

"I amvery sad because he is a good friend of Mal aysia and had hel ped us
a lot," he added.

News agenci es reported that the Japanese Prine Mnister is in acona
after suffering a stroke. Gouchi was breathing only with the hel p of an
artificial respirator inanintensive care unit at the Tokyo hospita
where he was taken earlier the day before, the acting prem er, M kio Aoki
was reported to have said.
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