02/ 11/ 2000

“Those who pay foreigners to destroy nation are traitors

BANG , Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad today said that those who
pai d foreigners to destroy Mal aysia were traitors and shoul d |ive abroad.

The Prime Mnister said they should run to the countries fromwhich they
had sought hel p and |ive there under foreigners' rule.

"They wi || be consi dered as sanpah masyar akat (scumof society) and not
as citizens because they have a different skin col our.

"But they are not ashamed to ask our former colonial nmasters to oppress
us again. | amashanmed that there are Mal ays |i ke that," he said when
| aunchi ng the publicity canpaign for the local plans of the Multinedia
Super Corridor

Despite such people, Malaysia will continue to be free as it refuses to
be ruled by foreigners. It will progress into a devel oped nati on.

Dr Mahat hir di d not nane anyone but Parti Keadil an Nasi onal Youth chief
Ezam Mohd Noor has recently cone under fire for his anti-CGovernment
activities abroad.

Last week, the Singapore Straits Tines reported that Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m's supporters had engaged a Washi ngt on-based | obby firm Janus
Merritt Strategy, to | obby for econonm c pressure on Ml aysi a.

Whi | e denying i nvol venent, Ezamsaid Anwar's friends had engaged t he
firm

Speaki ng to reporters today, Dr Mahathir said it was bad enough t hat
Ezamhad run down his own country abroad but now, he was asking foreigners
to destroy it.

"He had asked themto take |l egal action to destroy our econony by
appl yi ng sanctions so that there woul d be no i nvestnents here.

"What ki nd of human being is that?" he sai d, addi ng that sancti ons woul d
not hit the leaders, it would hit the poor and ordi nary peopl e.

Asked if any action woul d be taken agai nst Ezam he said t he Gover nment
had to study the lawto see what it was pernmtted to do.

"l don't care what he calls ne, | knowwhat | am But to underm ne the
country, that is sonething that we cannot accept."”

He said the Governnment could not accept it and hoped t he peopl e would
al so reject a person who tried to destroy his own country "just because he
didn't get sonething for hinself".

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked to comment on the decline of the Kual a Lunmpur
St ock Exchange's conposite i ndex.

He sai d Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n had al ready predi cted t hat
the KLCI would rise before the Budget but fall after it was tabl ed.

( END)
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