19/ 07/ 2000

OCsu: No plans to reshuffle State Cabi net

KOTA Kl NABALU, Tues. - Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Osu Sukam has no plans to
reshuffl e the State Cabinet and al so denied that there was a split in
Sabah Umo.

"My Cabinet is just over a year old, we are not going to reshuffle,” he
tol d newsnen who had waited at the Kota Kinabal u International A rport for
his return from Kuchi ng | ast night.

The Press was waiting for an inportant announcenment given that Osu had
met Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad i n Kuchi ng.

This was further sparked off by reports in the | ocal newspapers
yesterday of a denial by Umo secretary and Local Governnment and Housi ng
M ni ster Datuk Yahya Hussin of an imminent revanp in the State Cabinet.

Yahya al so deni ed that Sabah Umo was in disarray.

Meanwhi | e Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk LajimUkin denied any rift with
GCsu.

Speaking to reporters on arrival froma trip to Indonesia | ast night,
Lajimsaid: "I amgiving 100 per cent support to Gsu as Chief M nister and
Sabah Umo head."

Gsu confirmed that while in Kuching he had net the Prinme M nister but
did not discuss politics.

Until late last night there were runmours that Gsu woul d be taking up a
Federal posting to nake way for a State Cabi net reshuffle, which was
vehenently deni ed by him

Asked why he called for the [ate night Press conference, OGsu said: "I am
happy that one nore hostage from Sabah hel d by ki dnappers in Jolo Island
has been rel eased. W hope all the others will be freed soon."

On the runmours of a Cabinet revanp, Osu said: "The runours, if any, were
probably started by those who were unhappy with the Bari san Nasi ona
Gover nment . "
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