23/ 09/ 2000

OGsu says an island woul d be ideal as a refugee canp

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - An island will be the ideal site for the proposed
special canp for Filipinos fleeing to Sabah to escape a nmilitary attack on
rebel s i n Sout hern Phili ppines.

Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Osu Sukam sai d guardi ng and nonitoring woul d
be easier if the war refugees were confined to an i sl and.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad had yesterday said that
Filipinos fleeing to Malaysia following the mlitary assault woul d be
treated as war refugees and placed in special canp.

There has been fear of Filipinos flooding Sabah after the Philippines
mlitary launched an attack on the Abu Sayyaf hol ding 19 hostages on the
Sout hern Phi li ppi nes island of Jol o.

Speaking to reporters after |launching a mass bl ood donati on canpai gn
here, Osu said the State Government woul d di scuss with the Nati onal
Security Council on the nost suitable island for the purpose.

Csu said the sensitivity of the local comrunity nmust be taken into
account when deciding on the island for the canp.

"W (Sabah) have so nmany islands and which ever island was chosen nust
not pose a problemto the |locals," he said.

On the status of the Filipino illegal imrigrants already in Sabah, Gsu
said efforts would continue to round themup for deportation
"The Filipino illegal immgrants and war refugees are two separate

i ssues, " he said.
( END)
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