23/ 05/ 2000

“Attenpted coup in Fiji expected

PRI ME M NI STER Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad expressed his regret over
the attenpted coup in the south Pacific island of Fiji but believed that
t he incident was bound to happen.

"We are very sorry that these things happen, although we nust say that
we expected sonething |i ke this to happen,” he told newsnmen after
| aunchi ng MEC Dagang' s deal ers conventi on and new cor porate | ogo i n Kual a
Lunmpur yesterday.

Dr Mahat hir said such events will continue to take place unless there is
a strong progranme for the indigenous Fijians in terns of sharing the
econonmi c weal th of the country

"It is much nore difficult in Fiji because the disparity is very great.
Unl ess there is a very strong programme for the bum puteras (indigenous
people) of Fiji, sothat they will feel that they are sharing the wealth
of the country, this, | think, will happen over and over agai n," he said.

He was asked to conment on the incident where Fijian Prime M nister
Mahendr a Chaudhry and several Governnent officials were detained by a
| ocal busi nessman Geor ge Spei ght and a group of armed nmen | ast Fri day.

Sayi ng that they represent the Fijian indi genous people, the group had
detained the Fijian Prime Mnister and 14 others in the Parlianent
buil ding in Suva.

On whet her Mal aysian investnents in Fiji were affected by the attenpted
coup, Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a has sone i nvestnents in that country but
"not very much, may be in the touri smindustry".

"But at tines, we have to take the risks. You cannot expect the
Governnent to protect you all the tinme," he said.
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