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Qur jewel in the crown

Randhi r Si ngh

I N squash you don't hear of controversies. Only achi evenents. That is the
criteria of progress. In that sense, squash has energed as the jewel in
the crown for Ml aysi an sports.

It is the only sport in Malaysia to have produced two junior world
chanpi ons - Ong Beng Hee and Nicol David.

And t hat makes squash Ti nmesport-Sport Toto's Man of the Year for 1999.
It's a choice few woul d argue agai nst.

Last year al one belonged to Nicol. The 16-year-ol d Penang school gi rl won
the Asian junior title and Asian Grand G rcuit Finals crown in January.

I n August, she took the wonen's world juni or chanpi onship in Antwerp,
Bel gi um and t he Sea Ganes individual and team gold nedal s.

I n Novenber, she bagged the Australian Junior Open Under-19 title and,
the followi ng nonth, she won the girls' Under-19 British Junior Open title
in Sheffield.

A remarkabl e feat for one so young, yet precocious in talent.

Ong al so did Mal aysia proud by winning gold nmedals in the individual and
teamevents in the Brunei Sea Ganes. He is also the 1999 chanpion in the
Castellanza Open held in Italy and the National Open chanpion.

No one will dispute that Datuk Al ex Lee was the man | argely responsible
for putting squash on a new pl ane.

When Tunku | nran Tuanku Jaafar stepped down as president of the Squash
Rackets Association of Malaysia in 1990 to nove up to the world body, he
pi cked Lee as his successor

Many bel i eve that was one of the best decisions made by Tunku I nran.

"I't not only changed the course of the sport but also ensured Inran's
dreans of installing Malaysia as world beaters in squash cane true," said
Mej S. Maniam now SRAM s director of coaching

When ot her associations were | osing their sponsorship under the Rakan
Sukan programre, squash, together with tenpin bowing, retained the
confi dence of sponsors YTL Corporation.

YTL have been handi ng out RMb00, 000 annually to SRAM si nce 1995.

SRAM s budget for this year will come mainly fromthe National Sports
Council (RML.5 million), YTL (RVBOO, 000), MIlo and Al A (RMLOO, 000 each)
whi | e Sport Excel contribute RVBO0, 000.

SRAM are planning to draw up a budget of RMA.2 million for this year
fromother sources as well.

In SRAM too, there has never been a challenge for the | eadership. The
transfer has al ways been snooth. Fromthe days of Hi sham Al bakri, founder-
president in 1972 until now, with Datuk Ni k Mohaned Din N k Yusoff at the
hel mfollowing the untinely death of Lee, it has been trouble-free.

"We usual |y have no contest for the presidency. There is no chall enge
and the candidate is usually picked on consensus," said Chris Foo, a
qual i fied unmpire and SRAM exco- nenber.

So when Lee died two nonths ago fromconplications after a scuba diving
m shap, Nk Din, one of the pioneers of the association, was brought in.

Mal aysi an squash officials have al so nmade an i npact internationally.
Tunku I nran was president of the world body for two terns until he stepped
down in 1998. He was made Eneritus President of the Wrld Squash
Federation in 1996.

Foo and Mani am have been international referees and Prasad Pillai is
secretary-general of Wrld Squash Federation and Asian Squash Federati on



(ASF) .

Mani amis al so president of ASF' s coaching committee.

Mokhzani Mahat hir has been president of the ASF since 1998.

SRAM al so enj oy excellent rapport with the O ynpic Council of Malaysia
and the National Sports Council.

"They are one of the associations who are efficient and diligent,
NSC di rect or-general Datuk Mazl an Ahmad.
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