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Qur students abroad keep abrest w th devel opnents back hone

Chok Suat Ling

MALAYSI AN st udent s abroad may be physical ly absent fromtheir honel and but
for the majority, being out of sight need not necessarily nean out of

m nd.

Many are steadfast about keeping in touch with devel opnents back hone,
via the Internet, newspapers or the proverbial university grapevine.

Political devel opnents in the country are, to the majority of students,
particularly interesting, but due to the deluge of information from
various sources, the truth can soneti nes be | ess than cl ear

The Leeds Umo C ub advi ser Azhali Baharun had sai d that Ml aysian
students were at ti nmes confused by various reports on the country in the
foreign medi a.

"This nmakes it difficult for us to put matters in perspective for other
Mal aysi ans and al so foreign students curious about the country's
devel oprent s, " Azhali told journalists on a tour of UK universities
recently.

What are these students curious about? "The Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
i ssue for one. Also why the Barisan Nasional |ost in the recent Lunas by-
election and the oil royalty issue," said Azhali.

It will definitely not beinthe country's interests if students are
confused for they then becone easy prey for those who seek to use themfor
their own needs, or in the words of the Prine Mnister, sow seeds of
hatred in them agai nst the Governnent.

It has been reported that Hi zbi C ubs, set up by Pas, are attracting
students overseas

In Ireland, for instance, new students woul d be nmet at the airport by
H zbi nenbers and taken care of fromthe start of their stay until the
very end

Cifford Chieng, who is pursuing his BA (Econs) at the University of
Manchest er acknow edges thi s.

"We have seen nenbers of the Qpposition visiting students here in the
residential halls. During the | ast general electionin Ml aysia,
Opposition flags were flying all over the canpus.

"I recently received an anonynous tel ephone call urging ne to help a
group of students put up refornmasi posters around the city. But | did not
want to be involved."

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was i n Manchester recently
to deliver atalk to Mal aysian students.

But things are apparently changi ng. The shroud of confusion envel opi ng
Mal aysi an st udent s abroad over political devel opnents back honeis slowy
lifting.

Azhali attributed this to the nore frequent visits by Mal aysi an | eaders
to Britain to meet students. This has hel ped themgain an insight into
current political devel opnents.

"The Umo C ubs in the UK, wel cone nore visits fromMal aysi an | eaders. "

He said Umo Cl ubs were pl eased that the | eaders have changed their
appr oach.

"Previously, they seenmed al oof and distant, and net us only in posh
hotel s. Now, they cone to our residential halls and universities to hold
i nformal discussions with us."

Azhal i, however, urged the | eaders to | eave their cantorders and t ape
recorders back in Mal aysia. He spoke of one recent visit where students



were afraid to speak up because the visitor came arnmed with recording
devi ces.

"What is the purpose of bringing such devices if it is only an infornal
di scussion? Students will fear opening up if they see that the sessionis
bei ng taped. "

Li mHooi Been, an electrical and el ectroni c engi neering student at the
Uni versity of Sheffield, saidstudents nowrarely "got enotional" over
political devel opnents in Mal aysi a.

"We tal k and di scuss various i ssues wi th ot her Mal aysi an students but it
i s not sonmething we get enotional over ... our studies are the bigger
priority.”

Uni versity of Leeds |iaison office head of international and school s
Davi d Baker agrees that the average Mal aysi an student in the UK was
general Iy nore focused on his or her studies rather than the political
goi ngs-on back hone.

"They realise that a large i nvestnent has been nmade in their studies and
dabbling in politically-flavoured activities are a distraction.

"They are aware that their parents have spent a |large sumof nobney to
send t hemabroad for higher education, and those on schol arship realise
t he huge i nvestnent that has been made."
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