03/ 04/ 2000
“Voters chose BN because it is still the best'
BARI SAN Nasi onal 's victory in the cl osel y-wat ched Sanggang by-el ecti on on

Saturday is proof that the Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mfactor, which was said
to have figured quite a bit in the |ast general election, has lost its

appeal
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d yesterday the
Sanggang voters chose BN because it is still the best and t he cl eanest.

"(The BN) has not abused its position nor does it use dirty tactics to
win elections.”

Opposition parties which rallied behind Pas in the Sanggang by-el ection
wer e extensively using the i ssue of former deputy prine mnister, whois
serving sentence for corruption and in court for charges related to
sodony, to try and discredit the BN and swayed t he people to vote for
t hem

"I think the public is no longer influenced with enotions triggered by
matters ... |like the accusation (by the Opposition) that Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimwas franed," Dr Mahathir said

The Prine Mnister and BN chai rman sai d t he ext ensi ve canpai gni ng by the
coalition nenmbers hel ped ensure victory over Pas.

When asked, Dr Mahathir said he was happy with the el ection win

"I am happy because we got nore votes than in the previous genera
el ection al t hough 900 voters were taken out of the electoral roll. O the
900, sone may be BN supporters,” he said.

Bari san Nasi onal retained the Sanggang state seat on Saturday ni ght
after its candi date Redzwan Harun def eat ed Dat uk H shanmuddi n Yahaya of Pas
by a 1,963-vote majority. Redzwan secured 6, 743 votes whil e H shanuddi n
obt ai ned 4, 780 vot es.

Atotal of 11,639 or 76.28 per cent of the 15,276 voters cast their
bal | ots. There were 116 spoilt votes.

In the Novenmber 29 general election, Datuk Abdul | ah Ki a def eated Pahang
Pas Yout h chi ef Abdul Latif Abdul Rahimby a majority of 1,038 votes. The
Sanggang seat fell vacant after Abdull ah's death on February 26.

( END)



	`Voters chose BN because it is still the best' (NST 03/04/2000)

