25 JAN 2000
Umo- Candi dat es/ BM
P. PI NANG NOM NATE MAHATHI R AS PRESI DENT, ABDULLAH AS DEPUTY

PULAU PI NANG Jan 25 (Bernama) -- Pul au Pinang Umo today agreed
unani nously to nom nate Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as Umo president in
the party election in May.

Deputy chairman of the state Umo |iai son body Datuk Seri Shariff Omar
said all Umo divisions as well as the state Umo Youth and Wanita
nmovenents al so agreed to nominate Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi for the post of party deputy president.

Abdul l ah is chairman of the state Umo |iaison body and i s now
performng the duties of party deputy president.

Shariff said the decision was arrived at the neeting chaired by him
here today.

Speaking to reporters later, he said the neeting unani nously agreed
with the advise of the Umo Suprenme Council (M) recently that there should
be no contest for the top two posts in the party.

Abdul | ah, who was al so present at the press conference, said the Pulau
Pi nang Umo | i ai son body agreed to submit to the Suprenme Counci
particularly the party nanagenment conmittee the cases of Umo nenbers which
had yet to be decided concerning their activities which were against the
interest of the party or Barisan Nasional during the |last general election

He said there were still many such cases at the Umo headquarters in
Kual a Lunmpur and it would take tine to settle.

"However, menbers who have not received punishnment fromthe M stil
have the right to attend neetings held by their respective branches," he
sai d.

On the nenbers of Permatang Pauh Umo division who were alleged to have
abandoned the party's interest in the general election |ast Novenber,
Abdul | ah said party headquarters woul d take action agai nst them soon
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