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PM W won't accuse any party till we have clear info

gkasan; Joni ston Bangkua

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Malaysia will help in efforts to secure the rel ease of
the Si padan |Island hostages but will not accuse any party for the incident
until clear information has been received along with their notives, said
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

Currently, 21 people are believed to be held captive by a group of
heavi |l y-armed gunnmen in the incident which took place on Sunday ni ght at
Si padan island, off the coast of Sabah.

Asked whet her the Governnent would tighten security neasures on touri st
i slands, Dr Mahathir said Malaysia was not in serious danger.

"What happened was that during the econonic downturn, the Government cut
down the use of patrol boats.

"Now we have started patrols again,
of fi ce today.

Asked to comrent on reports that the hostage takers chose Sipadan |sland
as Mal aysia was seen as a "soft" link where security was not as tight as
in other places, Dr Mahathir said it could be true.

"That is their assessnent, because we don't have this kind of thing
happeni ng i n Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir declined to comment on foreign Press reports which stated
that the hostage takers were fromthe Abu Sayyaf group. "That's their
report, | cannot comment."

Dr Mahathir said there was a possibility that the hostage takers had
targeted foreigners.

"We don't know why, but the place had never had an incident like this
before. W do not want to accuse anybody, so we are investigating," he
sai d.

Asked whether the incident would affect tourismin Sabah, Dr Mahathir
sai d:

"Yes, it will affect Sabah but the rest of the country is not affected,
| think. Malaysia is a very safe place for tourists.

"Qther countries may not be safe but we have al ways been safe.

"This was not done by our people. Cbviously other people had done it."

On anot her devel opment, Dr Mahat hir commented on the incident in Manm,
Florida in the United States on Saturday where heavily-armed US agents
burst into the home of Cuban shi pwreck survivor Elian Gonzal ez and
snat ched the boy fromthe arnms of the fisherman who rescued himfive
nont hs ago.

Dr Mahathir said he noted news pictures of how the boy was snat ched by
the authorities at gunpoint.

"By conparison we are very gentle people," he said.

The incident al so sparked off denonstrations which had to be forcibly
quel | ed by poli ce.

"Just see how they beat up people until they fell to the ground," said
Dr Mahathir.

"I amnot against the Anerican people, but | don't like their Press, and
| don't like some nenbers of their Governnent who have been very unfair to
us," he said.

he told a Press conference at his
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