04 MAR 2000
Sports- Sepak takraw
PAHANG TO HOST PERILLY'S WORLD CUP SEPAK TAKRAW CHAMPI ONSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, March 4 (Bernamm) -- Sepak takraw fans can | ook forward
to seeing "super powers"” in the world of sepak takraw in action as the
Perilly's Wrld Cup Sepak Takraw chanpi onshi p ki cks-off in Kuantan from 24
to 26 of this nonth.

The chanpi onshi p, under the patronage of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, will be known as Piala Perdana and to date, 16 regus from
15 countries have confirmed their participation

Top in the list are Thail and, Singapore, |ndonesia, Brunei, Laos,

Japan, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Canada, China, South Korea, India, Australia,
United States and host Mal aysia who will put up two regus in the tourney to
be divided into four groups.

At a news conference here today, president of the Ml aysi an Sepakt akr aw
Associ ation (PSM, Datuk Saidin Thanmby said: "A total of RW5,000 is up for
grabs with the chanpion teamtaki ng hone RML5, 000 plus the coveted
Perilly's Wrld Cup 2000 trophy".

The runners-up will get RML2, 000 while the two |osing senmifinalists
wi Il each received RVB, 000, said Saidin.

The event, which is one of the four international conpetitions endorsed
by the International Sepak Takraw Federation (Istaf), is the only
t our nanent which offers prize noney.

"No one will go home enpty-handed as the I osing quarterfinalists can
| ook forward to receiving RV6, 000 each while the third and fourth in the
group will take home RWA, 000 and RMB, 000 respectively," said Saidin.

According to Saidin, the association estimted a sum of RMB650, 000 to
organi se the event which included airfare, acconodati on and food for the
participating teans.

"We are providing acconodati on and food for the participating teans
plus a 50 per cent support on the airfare. The nobve is to ensure that al
the teans conme for the tournanent,” he said.

"We are also looking into the possibility of sponsoring teans who are
in tight financial problembut are keen to participate in the tourney," he
added.

To ensure the snmooth running of the event, PSM had secured sponsorship
fromtheir long-time partner, Perilly's, which is the main sponsor and
ot hers who come in as co-sponsors including Mnolta, Stanz, TM Touch
Mal aysia Airlines, Perodua and Bl eu.

In fact, the revival of the Wrld Cup is a boost to the sports inits
bid to nake an inpact at the A ynpic Ganes.

The last tine it was held was in 1994. Due to financial problens and
the I ack of sponsors, it had to be taken off the PSM cal ender of events and
this time PSM planned to hold it every two years, Saidin said.
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