16/ 03/ 2000
Pahang Umo asked t o postpone noni nations

Lokman Mansor

UMNO di vi si ons i n Pahang t hat have schedul ed their nom nati on neeti ngs
before the end of the nonth have been advi sed to postpone themuntil after
the April 1 Sanggang by-el ection

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said this wll
al  ow Umo nenbers in the state to focus on canpai gning for the by-
el ection.

"We feel it is better if they pospone their neetings until after the by-
el ection,” he said after chairing the Umo nmanagenent and di sciplinary
conmittee neeting in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Abdul | ah, who is Umo vice president and carrying out the duties of Umo
deputy president, said divisions that have no choice but to proceed with
their schedul ed neetings can still do so.

"The Umo divi sion neetings can be held during the day, since nost of
t he canpai gni ng and ceramahs will be held at night," he added.

The Sanggang by-election is being held follow ng the death of state
assenbl yman Dat uk Abdul ah Kia on February 26.

Abdul | ah sai d yesterday's committee neeting di scussed preparations for
the by-election and identified the states which will be sending Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) supporters to help in the canpaign.

"W will streamine all the work, and optim se our resources and people
to ensure we get the nost effective results," he added.

Abdul I ah said BN is prepared to explain to the voters i n Sanggang and
handl e any i ssue brought up by the opposition.

"We will enphasise our efforts towards devel opnent, what our future
pl ans are, and our comritment to fulfil the pronises we nade in the BN
mani f esto, " he said.

Asked whet her the comittee had recei ved any reports of Umo candi dat es
breaching the party's code of ethics for the Umo el ections in My,
Abdul | ah said so far there were no conpl ai nts.

"This shows that Umo menbers are fully aware of their roles and
responsi bilities, and have adhered to the code of ethics," he said.

The Deputy Prine M nister was al so asked to comrent about a reported
suggestion by Nati onal Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry Mal aysi a presi dent
Tan Sri Tajudin Raml i, that busi nessnen acconpanying Prinme M ni ster Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on overseas trips who are not serious about doing
busi ness be bl acklisted fromfuture trips.

"W certainly would Iike to take note of such busi nessnen. W wel cone
Taj udin's comment s because he i s the chanber president. Hi s attitude in
this matter is very good," Abdullah said.
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