15/ 11/ 2000
Pal estine i ssue continues to dom nate O C neet

Zainul Arifin in Doha

DOHA, Tues: The Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) was an idea
bandi ed about in the 1960s, but formalised al nost i medi ately follow ng
the attack on the Al -Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem- Islams third holiest site
- in 1969.

The first meeting that year was held in Rabbat and was attended by 26
nations. Fromthen till now, every three years at the summts the issue of
Pal est i ne domi nat es.

This year's neeting has a nodern-day version of David versus CGoliath -
stone-t hrowi ng youth agai nst the mght of Israeli guns - serving as the
backdr op.

The intifada, in its seventh week now, has clainmed nore than 200 |ives -
nost |y Pal estinians and Arabs.

That the 9th O C sumit whi ch ended on Monday woul d condenn | srael was
expected, but some strong words and radi cal proposal suggest that the
anger at the atrocities commtted against the Pal estinians is perhaps at
its highest in recent tines.

Irag and Sudan, for exanple, want to wage a holy war agai nst |srael.

Most countries called for those with ties to the Jewish state to cut
them while others like Egypt still want to retain their diplomatic Iinks
in the hope that it will sonehow further the peace process.

Yet others like Turkey want to retain its mlitary ties.

Save for their collective outrage over recent events in |Israel-occupied
Pal estine, the disparate views expressed at the two-day neet suggested
that the 56-nenber nations were still divided over how they could nobilise
their collective anger into something fruitful.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, when speaki ng at the
openi ng of the summ t, said: "Muslimcountries are generally caught in
their own quagnire of abject poverty and internal violence... There are
nmore intra-Mislimconflicts within Muslimecountries and between Miuslim
countries than there are between Muslins and their detractors."

Nevert hel ess, Saudi Arabia surprised the neeting when it proposed that
O C nenbers sever diplomatic ties with the US should the latter nove its
enbassy to Jerusal em

Israel unilaterally declared the city - holy to Muslins, Jews and
Christians - as its "eternal and indivisible capital” shortly after
seizing it fromJordan in the 1967 Arab-Israeli war.

In recent years, the US Congress has recogni sed Israel's claimand
Washi ngt on has been considering noving its enbassy there.

Surprise, because Saudi Arabia is one of the US major allies in Wst
Asia. Anerican jets patrolling Iraq continue to operate froma Saudi air
base.

At the end of the sunmt, the | eaders resolved that the agression in
Jerusalem"is a prenmeditated act as part of a consistent Israeli policy to
i npose the status quo and Judai ze the holy city".

"I think we can nake strong statenents, but people are waiting for us to
do sonething that reflects the contents of the statenents.

"That is a proposal that can be inplenented, provided all the Islamc
countries agree. It will nean a lot of disruptions, of course, but that
wi Il show our determination to see that the Pal estinian problens are
resolved," Dr Mahathir told journalists on Monday before | eaving for
Brunei for the Asia Pacific Econonic Cooperation forum



Asked whet her such a call was nmerely synbolic and woul d not achi eve
anyt hi ng nuch, he said: "I think there is a possibility that it will not
just be synbolic.

"Peopl e can be driven to the end... to the wall and they have to turn
around and do sonet hing about it. At this nmonment, we see children being
killed sinply because they threw stones. | think thereis alint to al
t hese things."

Pal estini an | eader Yasser Arafat, who cane to the meeting direct froma
rat her unsuccessful trip to Washington and the United Nations in New York
is adamant to keep up the fight for a Pal estine nation.

He even brought along three Palestian Christian religious |eaders to
underline the fact that the Palestinian issue is not purely a Mislim
i ssue.

Arafat was trying to have a peacekeeping m ssion sent to |srael-occupi ed
Pal estine, but the idea was opposed by the US

In this respect, at the Doha summit, Qatar's Enmir Shei kh Hanad Al Than
called on Muslimnations to send a del egation of foreign mnisters to
press the UN Security Council to take inmedi ate steps to halt Israel's
aggression and to provide the "necessary international protection for the
Pal esti ni an peopl e".

The Sunmit al so urged nenber countries to break off diplomatic ties with
I srael. Some 20 menbers have ties with the Jew sh state.

It is also calling on the US to be even-handed in dealing with Israel -
related i ssues, which thus far it has not. Washington is generally seen to
be unquestioning in its support of Tel Aviv.

At the sane tine, the Sumrt made clear that it deplored all forns of
terrori smfromwhatever source.

But there was a need to "distinguish between terrorismand peopl es’
struggl e and | i beration"

There nust have been some other matters di scussed at the Sunmit, but it
did not seemthat way to observers.

The issue of Palestine will likely continue to demand nmuch attention
fromMislimnations in the years ahead, especially follow ng the nore
brazen attitude of Israel in recent days.

It is expected to be high up on the agenda again at the O C s 10th
summ t, scheduled to be held in Kuala Lunmpur in 2003.

( END)
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