15/ 05/ 2000
Panel to ook into youth affairs

I zat un Hani m Shari

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Youth and Sports M ni ster Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein
sai d today the Rakan Miuda programre woul d be revived to inpl ement
progranmmes that could benefit youths in the present tine.

He said a Cabinet Committee on Youth Devel opnent, to be chaired by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, woul d be set up soon to | ook into
the matter.

"W have tried the Rakan Muda programme for 10 years now. It's tinme for
us to audit, relook at it and inject newideas," he said after flagging
of f the Kual a Lunpur International Towerthon at KL Tower.

According to him the commttee would involve various Mnistries and
gover nment agenci es.

The newl y-el ected Umo Youth chief said the Mnistry would | ook at the
mechani smto i npl enent yout h devel opnent programes.

"For instance, we will | ook at how Rakan Miuda can be best i npl enented
with the involvenent of various Mnistries and agencies," he said.

He said further discussions would be held with officials fromhis
M nistry and representatives fromthe Mnistries of Finance, Entrepreneur
Devel opnent, National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent as well as Rural
Devel opnent .

"Probably, this is the final chance to pronote Rakan Miuda so that the
programme will reach the targetted group and hel p resol ve youth probl ens
of today."

"W have realised that youth devel opnent cannot be seen as an effort to
be done by us al one," he added.

H shanmuddi n sai d he had thought of the idea of form ng the conmittee
for quite sone tine.

He said he had proposed the formation of the Cabinet Cormittee to the
Prime Mnister after youth devel opnent issues were raised by severa
del egates during the debate of the just-concluded Umo general assenbly.

"The Prime Mnister's agreeing to chair the conmttee nmeans a lot and it
shows his willingness and seriousness in dealing with youth devel opnent in
the country.”

"It isup tothe Prime Mnister when it will be set up,” he said, adding
that the commttee would help a lot in planning the future direction of
yout hs in the country.

H shanmmuddi n wel comed proposal s on progranmmres that could benefit youths.

"We are willing to provide allocation for such progranmes."”

He al so said the Youth Consul tation Council which was established in
1972 woul d al so be revived to acknow edge and recognise its function as
t he hi ghest national youth policy-nmaking body.

"The council, whose nenbers include governnent representatives, student
bodi es, non-governnental organi sations and the Opposition, has not been
very active."

H shamuddin hailed Dr Mahathir's call to Government and Umo | eaders
not to be too dependent on Governnent staff to explain to the people on
the current governnent policies.
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