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Participate in retail business, Bums told

Abdul Razak Ahrad

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - Mninmal participation of Bum puteras in retai

busi nesses within new townships could | ead to future social unrest, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

He said the new townshi ps were not reflective of the actual ethnic nmake-
up of the popul ation, which, he added, could |l ead to ghetto comunities.

He said this was why the Government was placing inmportance in Bum putera
articipation in retail businesses especially at town centres.

"The Governnent is disappointed to note that despite the growth of new
townshi ps there are al nbst no Bum puteras invol ved i n busi nesses within
them especially inretail.

"If this continues, | amcertain that we will once again face soci al
probl ens which could lead to the (May 13) 1969 incident," he said at a
di al ogue with Bum putera entrepreneurs at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Organi sed by the Mnistry of International Trade and Industry, the
cl osed-door dial ogue session attracted over 1,500 participants.

The participants fielded over 100 questions to the Prine Mnister in the
t wo- hour di al ogue, held to convey the problens faced by the Bum putera
entrepreneurs and for the Government to di scuss how best to assist them

Dr Mahathir said a research suggested a co-operative effort between
gover nnent approval agenci es, banks and the entrepreneurs.

This is to encourage nore interested Buniputeras to enter suitable types
of franchi se busi nesses.

He said the Governnent had identified Bunm putera ex-servicenen as a
target group whi ch woul d engage i n these busi nesses in the new t ownshi ps.

Dr Mahat hir added that the Government woul d conduct a study to deternine
their capital requirenments and ot her assi stance needed.

The Prime M nister also urged Bumi puteras to becone vendors of higher-
end conponents for the autonotive industry.

He rem nded the Bum puteras that unl ess they addressed sone of their
negative attitudes towards busi nesses "the Government coul d introduce
1,000 new policies, but the problenms will never be overcome".

He said al though the banks were liat (difficult) in providing |oans to
Bum putera entrepreneurs, they should al so exanine their own attitude
t owar ds debt repaynent.

He said when a Bumi putera took for granted the need to repay debts, he
was "snearing” the reputation of his own race

"Di scrimnation towards Bum puteras does exist and we can bl ane the
banks, but if we are not responsible by not paying our debts, we are
maki ng things difficult for other people."

Dr Mahathir said this was a weakness which the Bum puteras nmust admt.
"| appeal that we be serious in financial nmanagenent."

Dr Mahathir al so said the nunber of Bum putera mddle classes was stil
not satisfactory.

He stressed the need to expand the Bumi putera m ddl e class, which he
described as "the pillar of strength" for any society.

He said the National Econom ¢ Action Council had al ready formnul ated
strategi es to encourage nore Bum putera participation in the retai
sector.
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