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Party elections bring to the fore the need to | ook at the bigger picture

Shansul Akmar

AM D the intense political atnosphere shrouding the Umo divisiona
meetings, Malacca Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mbohd Ali Rustam seens to be
nmore focused than many.

Instead of nmerely putting in efforts to secure positions in the party
like the rest of the pack, Mohd Ali is into the bigger picture - dealing
with matters which concern the party and not individuals.

Look at his decision to withdraw State funds anmounting to RV0 mllion
fromtwo banks purportedly staffed by supporters or synpathisers of the
opposi tion.

The nove, no doubt, is ainmed at "punishing" those who earn their keep
fromthe Governnment yet have no qual ns about biting the hand that feeds
t hem

On one hand, it can be said that the banks and their enpl oyees deserve
it especially when they are supposed to be professional in carrying out
their tasks and should confine their anti-governnent activities during
their free tine.

On the other hand , such "puni shnments", especially when they involve
Bum putera or Malay entities and individuals can al so be a setback to the
continuing efforts by the Governnent to inprove their |ot.

Here, the question of a "bigger, bigger picture" is at stake.

Probably Mohd Ali should take the cue fromPrine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad when dealing with such a situation.

A corporate figure, who attended a breaking of fast function hosted by
Dr Mahathir, related how t he Umo president reacted when a guest
conpl ai ned to himthat sonme politicians who contested under the opposition
banner were recipients of government contracts.

He said Dr Mahathir in responding, sniled and said

"They are Mal ays too, aren't they?"

The point is that as nuch as some Unmo supporters m ght be upset with
the fact that those who had benefited fromthe government's generosity
wer e anong those wor ki ng agai nst the governnent, being magnani nous shoul d
be of equal inportance.

After all, that is what Umo's original struggle is all about - to

i nprove the econom c standi ng of the Ml ays.

The party believes this is the fornula to stability in this nulti-racial
country.

However, Mohd Ali should be forgiven for not |ooking at the nuch bi gger
pi cture.

There are many other Umo | eaders vying for party positions in the May
party el ections who are al so ignoring the bigger picture.

So intense is their interest in securing a position that they are
prepared to go to extrenes to underm ne their opponents.

Whi l e many Umo nmenbers may find Anerican politics not their cup of tea,
the recent election in the United States for presidential candidates in
the Republican and Denocratic parties could be a good rem nder of what
their focus shoul d be.

The Denocrats seemto have settled their problens when Al Gore was
chosen and Bill Bradley, gave a gentleman's support to M Gore to ensure
that the presidency remains within their party.

However, in the case of the Republicans, though George W Bush is the
candi date, the bitter battle with John McCain is expected to affect the



party's hope of returning to the White House.
As pointed out by nost political observers in the United States, Bush
may | ose sone of the Republican supporters who m ght have gi ven strong
backi ng to MCain.
This is especially true when both Bush and McCai n had exchanged bitter
wor ds and nmount ed personal attacks which had partly damaged their
reputati ons.
Umo candi dates vying for party posts can take a | eaf fromthe American
primaries.
Wnning posts in the party | eadership may pave the way to nai nstream
politics but surely it should not be at the expense of weakening the
party.
This is especially when it has, after the |ast general election,
remai ned as the main political vehicle for the Ml ays.
I f these candi dates adopt a wi nner-takes-all attitude, they risk the
possibility of alienating sone nenbers and | eaders who may feel unfairly
treated during this season of party el ections.
Now that the initial excitement over the position of Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah in the run-up to the May el ection is somewhat sl ow ng down, the
case of Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin is in the |inelight.
He claims there are attenpts to prevent himand Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar frombeing nom nated for a vice-president's post.
If his allegations are true, then Umo should keep vigil to put a stop
toit.
No one shoul d di smss Mihyiddin's allegation, at |east not just yet nor
should it be accepted until he proves it.
But given the past activities in the run-up to Umo party election, the
accusation by Mihyi ddin may not so far-fetched
If one were to reflect on the run-up to the 1993 party election, the
year the Team Wawasan stormed the assenbly when nost of its nenbers
secured the posts they were vying for, Mihyiddin's case today hol ds water.
The 1993 party el ection saw the then deputy president Tun Ghafar Baba
uncer enoni ously renoved by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi meven before the
el ection started.
Then, every candi date getting nominations fromdivisions for the
president or deputy president's posts would earn 10 bonus votes. But of
greater interest then was how Team Wawasan managed to ensure that nost of
the divisions carried out block voting so much so that any attenpt by
del egates in a division to nonmi nate soneone outside the teamlist would be
rej ect ed.
There were nunerous conpl aints then about how divisions and del egat es
were told by State Umo heads that they nmust nom nate according to the
list provided by Team Wawasan.
Sone di vi si on heads who tried to nomi nate candi dates other than those in
t he Team Wawasan were known to have been called up by certain | eaders in
the teamto nake them change their nind
As such, the allegation by Mihyiddin is not sonmething far-fetched nor is
it a new phenonenon in Umo el ection.
After all, Mihyiddin was a nenber of Team Wawasan.
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