13/ 09/ 2000
Party | eaders back Dr M s nove

Ai non Mbhd; Saj ahan Waheed

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s nove
to concentrate nore on the party's affairs will strengthen Umo and hel p
to effectively counter lies and accusations spread by the opposition.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhammad Muhanmad Taib said there was a
pressing need for Dr Mahathir to spend nore tinme on the ground and expl ain
Umo' s argunment as Pas had been feeding the public with wong information
and |lies about the party and the Governnent.

"There is nothing like the “personal touch' in face-to-face neetings
with the people. This will certainly boost the (grassroot) norale," he
sai d.

Muhammad, who is al so Sel angor Umo |iasion committee chairman, was
asked to comrent on the statenment by Dr Mahathir after chairing the
supreme council neeting yesterday that he woul d concentrate nore on Umo
affairs than on the Government.

Dr Mahathir al so said tasks to handl e government functions would be |eft
to his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi .

Muhammad said the fact that Dr Mahathir, as the Prine M ni ster, had
decided to take sone tine off to concentrate on party matters was not hi ng
new as before this other Umo | eaders |ike the |ate Tun Abdul Razak al so
did the sane.

"The enphasis is no | onger on the devel opnent of the country as Dr
Mahat hir had successfully steered this country to where it is now Efforts
shoul d be nade to address problens within the party.

"By doing this, Dr Mahathir is taking the party back to the people and
spendi ng nore time on the ground.”

Umo suprene council nenber Azimi Daimsaid Dr Mahathir's nove woul d
hel p strengthen the party and encourage nenbers to work harder for the
party.

"This is necessary as we need to notivate Umo nenbers to continue their
hard wor k.

"It al so shows Dr Mahathir's sincerity in uniting the party and in
facing chall enges especially fromPas,"” said Azim, who is also Umo Youth
exco menber and the novement's information chief.

Azim said during yesterday's neeting, Dr Mahathir al so touched on the
need to give nore opportunities to the younger | eaders to prove their
ability.

"He said the younger |eaders should be ready to play a nore inportant
role and requested the senior |eaders to give way if necessary to the
younger ones."

Anot her suprenme council nmenber, Dr Norraesah Mhanad, said by giving
Abdul | ah nore opportunities to handl e governnent matters, Dr Mahathir was
ensuring a snooth transition of power.

"This is a fine arrangenent and the experience gai ned by Abdul | ah woul d
help him" said Dr Norraesah, who is also an Umo Wanita exco nenber.

On Dr Mahat hir paying nore attention to party matters, she said this
woul d hel p the party tackle internal hiccups and overcone t he onsl aught by
Pas.

"I viewthis as a positive devel opnent both for the party and the
CGovernnent. In the past Dr Mahathir has often been accused of not paying
much attention to party nenbers, at |east he can now prove these
al | egati ons wrong. "



Penang Wanita Umo chi ef Saripah Am nah Syed Mohamed said Dr Mahathir's
move was ai med at ensuring that the party woul d becone stronger. "This is
i nportant as when Abdul |l ah takes over the | eadership later, he will be
i nheriting a strong party.™
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