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TO neet and then to part is always an occasion for enotion anong the
sentinmental. It nust have been expressed quite openly by sonme of the
Wanita Umo del egates and observers as the curtain came down on the 54th
party general assenbly.

Every year, simlar enotions are expressed by these wonen del egates at
the end of such conventi ons.

It is an expression of love, care and the yearning to neet again the
foll owi ng year.

That is what Umo assenblies are all about and this year was no
different.

However, there are other considerations than nerely nmeeting old friends
and acquai nt ances.

There is an agenda to fulfil and a struggle to pursue.

In the just-concluded assenbly, the agenda started with filling up the
vacuumin the succession caused by the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m

It was a successful exercise in political engineering on the part of the
party | eadership which in the beginning was criticised for giving the no-
cont est advi ce.

During the run-up to the assenbly, especially when the divisions were
havi ng neetings to deci de whomto noninate, the criticismranged from
undenocratic practice to power-grabbing neasures.

However, by yesterday, it was obvious that all of this had been
neutrali sed. Dr Mahathir, as usual, when he took the podiumin his
wi ndi ng-up speech made it clear - Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi is his
successor and there is no nore vacuumin the | eadership.

The wi ndi ng-up was vintage Dr Mahathir, building up fromself-criticism
soul -searching and up to the battl e agai nst neo-col oni ali smwhi ch he nmade
clear to del egates was sonet hing real

It was understandabl e why the del egates decided to give hima standing
ovation though it was a rarity for it to cone even before he ended his
speech.

The assenbly did not confine the exercise nerely to filling up the
successi on vacuum but al so ventured into determ ning the second echel on
as well as who should be in the supreme council, a body operating as a
council of elders.

There was for a nmonent, after the result on the vice-presidency was
known and that the three were forner nmenbers of the Anwar-|ed Wawasan
Team the fear that Anwar's ghost had returned to haunt the party.

Such fears turned out to be basel ess when del egat es and observers alike
di scovered that Kubang Pasu, the division |led by Dr Mahathir hinself, had
nom nated Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Mihanmad Muhanmmad Tai b and
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin for the three posts.

Dr Mahat hir denied that he had any hand in the division's nom nations
but the nore he tried the nore convinced the del egates were that they were
his choice, and this should work to his advantage further.

The first day of the assenbly was equally eventful, with the focus on
the battle between Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man for the coveted post of Wanita chief.

The contest threatened to be overwhel ned by probably the nost trivial of
i ssues - the wearing of the tudung - in which the choice of the two



| eaders are based on how they deci ded what they wear on top of their head.

No one knows whet her the outcone of the contest, which Rafidah won by
only 12 votes, was decided on the ability of the | eader or otherw se.

If it had been a clear-cut majority, then one could have concl uded t hat
the considerations were definitely based on capability. But the slim
mar gi n | eaves t hi ngs uncl ear and one wonders whet her Rafidah will resort
to simlar nmeasures, just to get nore votes.

The results of the contest for the supreme council are equally
interesting. Attenpts to regard the victors as former associ ates of Dat uk
Seri Anwar | brahi mdo not hold water.

It nust have been heartwarm ng though, to see the return of "renegades”
like former M nister Datuk Shahrir Samad and fornmer Umo Youth chief Datuk
Ahnmad Zahi d Hani di

Whil e Shahrir is noted for his forthright attitude, Zahid, |ong known as
an Anwar man, has proved to be a true Umo nan.

In short the results, either by chance or design, reflected the
exor ci sing of Anwar's ghost.

That established, the whol e proceedi ngs which foll owed after the
el ections, though still buoyed by rhetoric, also dealt with neasures to
ensure Umo's rel evance to the Malay comunity and the nation.

Much of the debate centred on trying to understand the di senchant ment of
the Mal ays for the party, especially the younger generation and the
m ddl e-cl ass, as reflected in the |ast general election.

O course, at the sane tine, there were efforts to blane nuch of the
probl em on Pas' mani pul ati on of |slam

But in the final analysis the assenbly accepted that it was the weakness
of Umo which had led to its bad showing in | ast year's general election.

On a superficial assessnment, the party does seemfocused on what its
di rection shoul d be.

Sai d Shahrir: There is still hope for Umo.

Conming froma person who is also noted for his cynical remarks, one
can't help but accept it as an assessnent close to the truth.

These aside, the assenbly al so seens to realise that negative
perceptions and its battered image are its worst nemesis.

Efforts to conbat noney politics should continue and not nerely end as a
lip service while touching base with the el ectorate can hel p reduce the
negati ve percepti ons.

The whol e problemwith Umo is that it does not have good public
relations, and its efforts to inprove the conmunity have, of |ate, placed
it at a big disadvantage.

G ven the fact that the governnment is synonynous with Umo, not many of
its efforts are seen as a party's contribution.

The question a del egate asked, why Umo cannot have a programme simlar
to MCA's Langkawi Project, is pertinent.
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