08 FEB 2000
Ni k Azi z- Fat wa
PAS LEADEARS NEVER | SSUED FATWAS, SAYS NI K AZI Z

KOTA BAHARU, Feb 8 (Bernama) -- PAS | eaders have all al ong never issued
any fatwa or religious ruling, Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz
Ni k Mat said today

He said the party | eaders had only been giving their opinion and advice
on problens that arose, especially fromthe Islamc viewoint.

"Umo nmust understand that fatwas can only be issued by a nmufti or
state Islamc affairs councils,” he told reporters after receiving nmenbers
of the Kelantan branch of the Ex-Policenmen Association at his office.

Ni k Aziz, who is PAS spiritual adviser, was commenting on Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman's statenent
yesterday that PAS faced |legal action if investigations showed that its
| eaders had been issuing fatwas that were agai nst |slam c teachings.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had said | ast week that
Umo was gat hering proof that PAS had been issuing such fatwas.

Ni k Aziz clainmed that Umo had been naking all kinds of accusations
agai nst PAS after | osing several seats to the opposition in the Novenber
general el ection.

"Umo nust learn to accept defeats. PAS has often lost in genera
el ecti ons but we never made accusati ons agai nst Umo," he said.

The nmenteri besar said the best way to overcone the probl ens between
Umo and PAS was by holding a fresh el ection.

"At the election, both parties can canpaign and explain their
respective policies. Voters can then make a decision,"” he said.

In a statenent later, Nk Aziz said PAS was prepared to hold
di scussi ons, but not open debates, with Umo over the all eged spread of
lies which affected Muslimunity in the country.

He sai d PAS wanted di scussi ons because they could be conducted
har moni ously based on the truth.

Open debates, on the other hand, would see a clash of opinions
presented in in a vocal manner to the extent of forgoing the truth, he said
in the statenment read out by his press secretary Mhamed Fauzi Zakari a.

It was issued in response to a statenent by Special Affairs Departnent
director-general Datuk Zainal Abidin Abdul Kadir that he was prepared to
debate with any opposition | eader including NNk Aziz on the all eged spread
of lies.
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