29/ 10/ 2000
Pas MPs criticised for their behavi our

Patrick Sennyah; Lee Shi-lan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Various quarters today criticised the behavi our of
Pas Menbers of Parlianent yesterday during the tabling of the 2001 Budget
by Finance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

They sai d the Pas nenbers had no respect for the august House.

Backbenchers C ub president Datuk Dr Janal uddin Jarjis described their
action as "disgraceful and unbecom ng".

He said as an MP, one nust respect and revere the House and adhere to
its rules and regul ati ons.

"The Pas nenbers were no better than street |outs bringing such
behavi our into a respected and established i nstitution.

"It is rather sad the Cpposition's actionis contrary to what they
preach, and they do not uphol d good val ues."

Jamal uddi n sai d Pas owed the public an expl anati on and apol ogy for its
conduct in the Parlianent yesterday.

"Pas can al ways debate the Budget after it has been presented as anple
opportunity will be given. There is no reason to express opinions in a
manner which is only fit for the streets," he added.

Umo Yout h deputy chi ef Datuk Abdul Azi z Shei kh Fadzir said the unruly
behavi our of several opposition backbenchers in Parlianent reveal ed t hat
they did not possess the calibre or credibility needed to becone | eaders.

He sai d these backbenchers seenmed to have forgotten that the tabling of
t he Budget was being tel ecast |ive and everyone coul d see t heir behavi our

"That is all they have ever been good at, naking noi se and never doing
anything fruitful for the people,” he said after neeting with participants
of Kenbarasi swa 2000 at Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Abdul Aziz said the jeering was uncalled for and it was cl ear that they
had no place in Parliament in the first place

Umo Youth secretary Zulkifli Alwi described the Opposition behavi our as
di sgraceful and said it was agai nst the sense of decency and
responsi bility MPs were supposed to have.

"The Pas MPs' action was depl orabl e and unbeconi ng of supposedly menbers
of the august House.

"What ki nd of exanple are they showi ng to the young generati on? They
shoul d be ashamed of thensel ves for displaying such di srespect for the
rules of Parlianent,"” he said.

"Looking for cheap publicity and m | eage,” was what Umo Youth Exco
menber Shazi man Abu Mansor had to say about the 10-m nute uproar

"The action was rude and uncalled for. If they really have want to, they
can al ways take the Governnment to court (over the special paynent to the
peopl e of Terengganu rather than paynent of oil royalty to the Terengganu
gover nnent) .

"Unfortunately, they only nade a | ot of noi se which was enbarrassi ng and
does not befit their status as MPs."

He said there were rul es which had to be adhered to.

"MPs can only stand up and speak with the perm ssion of the Speaker."

He said the | ack of respect shown by the Qpposition was shaneful because
inthe past 10 years, no one had interrupted the Finance M ni ster's Budget
presentati on.

Shazi man, who is MP for Tanpin, said instead of displaying such
behavi our, the Qpposition should unite and condem t he action of Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal Youth chi ef Ezam Mhd Noor who had sai d openly that he



had tarni shed the nane of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in
the United States and Europe.

MCA vi ce-presi dent Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn described the action of the
Pas MPs as uncal | ed for because tinme woul d be allocated for a debate on
t he Budget.

"The tradition of the Budget speech is that only the Finance Mnister is
al | oned to speak," he said.
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