18/ 06/ 2000

Pas should let Sik MP resign, says Abdul Ham d

SIK, Sat. - The Pas | eadership should all ow Dat uk Shahnon Ahnad to resign
as Sik Member of Parlianment for the sake of the constituents, Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdul Ham d O hrman sai d today.

"Why force himto stay on when he has indicated he wants to resign
because of health reasons.

"They (Pas | eaders) should put the people's interest first instead of
just thinking about politics," he said when asked to coment on news
reports that Shahnon planned to step down as Si k MP because of failing
heal t h.

Abdul Hamid said Shahnon's intention could have been because the latter
felt he could not carry on serving the people of Sik anynore.

"However, Pas |eaders don't care about all this, they are only
interested in politics.

"I't must have come as a great shock to them when Shahnon nade known his
intention," he said.

On Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor's contention Shahnon could stil
serve despite his poor health as there were others fromthe party to help
hi m Abdul Ham d sai d:

"Shahnon hi nself has said he cannot continue and cannot serve the people
anynore."

On Fadzil's statenment there were al so Bari san Nasi onal MPs and
assenbl ynen, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, who
fell sick often but continued to hold on to their posts, Abdul Ham d sai d:

"Dr Mahathir can still work, he travels often and has a very busy daily
schedul e.

"This shows they are able to performunlike Shahnon who hinself says he
wants to quit."

Asked if the Sik Umo was prepared to face a by-el ection shoul d Shahnon
really step down, Abdul Hamid, who is Umo Sik division chief, said the
di vision was not only prepared but al so confident of regaining the seat
fromthe opposition party.

On whet her he woul d stand as a candi date again, Abdul Hanmid said the
deci sion should be left to the party president.

( END)
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