12/ 12/ 2000

PM Lies caused our defeat

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Lies and threats hurled at the Barisan Nasi onal by
opposition parties resulted in the BN s defeat in |last nonth's Lunas by-
el ection.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad tol d the Dewan Rakyat
today the Opposition had harped on t he protest agai nst Vision School s, and
had even spread lies to gain votes fromthe Chinese.

"They cl ai ned that Chinese students in Vision Schools will be forced to
wear skul | caps.

This was spread by word of nmouth but it proved to be very effective,"” he
sai d when replying to a suppl enentary question fromKerk Ki mHock ( DAP-
Kot a Mel aka) .

"Such canpai gning tactics swayed votes fromthe Chi nese who strongly
supported the BN in the 1999 general election," said Dr Mahathir, who is
BN chai r man.

The i npressi on was that their sudden change of heart and aversion
towards the BN was attributed to the 83 demands by Suqui .

(Suqui is the acronymfor Mal aysi an Chi nese Organi sation's El ection
Appeal s Conmittee which clains to have nore 2,095 associ ations affiliated
toit.)

Ker k enquired whet her Dr Mahathir's remarks on t he Suqui demands angered
the Chinese el ectorate in Lunas and caused the BN s defeat to Parti
Keadi al an Nasi onal .

To anot her question by Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan | smai | (Keadil an-
Per mat ang Pauh), Dr Mahathir said Press freedomin Ml aysi a was wel |
reflected in the many newspapers and websites which spread anti-gover nment
senti ments.

"Most of themeven spread lies. If their reports are to be taken as
truths, then | have died four times, fell off a horse once and did not
complete ny haj."

Dr Mahathir said as there were nany anti-government newspapers and
websites, it was not accurate to claimthat there was no Press freedomin
Mal aysi a.

"I'n Mal aysia, just like in other countries, the nediais free to choose
who it wants to support. They can support the Governnment, governnent
parties or the Qpposition," he said.

Dr Mahat hir al so said he stood by his statenent at the International
Convention on the Role of Media in Non-Aligned Countries on Sept 21 that
"a government which controls the nediais a government with no noral s".

Dr Wan Azi zah had asked Dr Mahat hir whether his statenent at the
convention contradi cted the actions of the Governnment which controlled the
mai nst reamnedi a and prevent ed t he publication of articles which were not
pr o- gover nnent .

To a suppl enentary questi on by Mohamad Sabu (Pas- Kual a Kedah), Dr
Mahat hir said in Mal aysia there were nmedi a organi sati ons whi ch supported
t he Government.

"The nedia is not owned by the Government. W only own gover nnent
gazettes," he said.

Dr Mahathir said even in countries |like Britain and the United States,
the nmedi a took sides.

“"If we goto Britain, we will find that newspapers like Daily Mrror and
t he Guardi an support certain parties. That is their right.



"Inthe United State, there are Republican papers and Denocrat papers.
In fact, now you have Republican judges and Denocrat judges.

"Denocrat judges will be in favour of a Denocrat. If it is a Republican
judge, he will choose Bush ... and we will support him" Dr Mahathir said
injest.

Dr Mahat hir said in Mal aysia, sone of the Qpposition papers spread lies.

"So newspapers that support the Governnment try to correct the untruths
spread by these papers.™
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