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Pay full gratuity to those opting to retire early

Chri st opher Wang

CREDI T nust be given to the Governnment for its efforts in fighting the
odds to hel p Mal aysia recover fromthe economic crisis and putting the
nati on on course for recovery.

The current issue anobng the civil servants is whether to extend their
service after 55 years of age.

Though the Government has decided to reject the proposal, the support
for extension is growing greater so nuch so that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohanad is willing to neet the unions to hear their supporting
cl ai ms.

On the other hand, we, the optional retirees, are waiting for the
Governnent to fulfil their prom se.

Fi ve mont hs ago, the Chief Secretary said: "The Governnent will pay
gratuity in full to civil servants who retire early (optionally) once the
country's econony i nproves."

No one can deny that our econony is recovering and the question nowis
when is the Governnment is going to pay us our full gratuity?

Do have synpathy for us as we require the noney to nake vari ous
outstandi ng settlenments and fulfil our commtnents.

We hope that an early favourabl e announcenent can be made to hel p ease
our burden.
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