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PM Mal aysia can be nmaj or food exporter

Lokman Mansor

MALAYSI A has great potential to develop its agriculture and food
production sectors, not just to replace inmports but al so to becone a maj or
food exporter, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad says

He sai d Mal aysi an conpani es shoul d be aware of the vast resources
avail able in the country, and | ook for opportunities in food producti on,
devel op the necessary skills and expertise in m xed farm ng and crop
rotation.

"For exanple, we have a | ot of areas throughout Mal aysia that are
suitabl e for rearing fish and ot her aquacul ture projects. The anount of
fish that we can produce in these areas is trenendous. Over the years we
shoul d be able to even export," Dr Mahathir said.

He was delivering the keynote address on "The New Vi si on on Agricul ture"
at a sem nar on "I nvestnent Cpportunities inthe Agricultural Sector” in
Kual a Lumpur yest erday.

The one-day seni nar, organi sed by the Mnistry of Agriculture, hopes to
come up wi th conprehensi ve project proposals fromthe private sector for
i nvest nents, research and devel opnent (R and D) on new agriculture
proj ects.

The Prime M nister had previously conmrented that after the Mul tinedia
Super Corridor, his next vision for the country is to see its diverse
resources optim sed to produce high quality agriculture and food products.
This woul d reduce the country's inport bill for food itens, and at the
sane time generate i ncone fromthe export of such products.

Dr Mahat hir said several |agoons in the East Coast of Peninsul ar
Mal aysi a have been i dentified as suitable for aquacul ture projects, and
t he Terengganu st ate gover nnent has expressed support for their further
devel opnent .

"We are also too addicted to single crops |ike rubber, cocoa and oi
pal m There i s no reason why we cannot produce other things. W are
capabl e of producing very good quality fruits and veget abl es, and shoul d
venture intothese fields intelligently and in a bigger scale,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said he had seen howfarnms in the UKthat enpl oyed a snal |
staff could produce all kinds of fruits and vegetabl es for specific
super mar ket chai ns.

"This is not so in Ml aysia. Here we produce one crop and that's all. W
don't rotate our crops. W need to develop the skills in m xed farm ng and
crop rotation," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said to undertake such projects on a large scale will
requi re substantial capital i nvestnment, and proposed that plantation
conpani es take the lead in venturing into these new sectors.

He sai d conpani es venturing into the agriculture and food producti on
sectors shoul d al so be prepared to conduct research and devel opnent (R and
D), as well as properly package and market their products.

Speaki ng w thout a prepared text, Dr Mahat hir gave various exanpl es of
agricul ture and food producti on proj ects that Ml aysi an busi nesses and
entrepreneurs could invest in

These include rearing cattle in oil pal mestates for beef, processing
tradi tional herbs for nedicine, poultry for nmeat and eggs, processed food
and condi nents, and comerci al i sati on of hundreds of research findi ngs by
t he Mal aysi an Agri cul tural Research and Devel opnent Institute (Mardi).

"I'n al nost every area of agriculture, we have tremendous potential. Al



we need i s the conm tnment and belief," he said.

Dr Mahathir said where large tracts of suitable | and are not avail abl e
inthe country, the Governnent has no objection if Ml aysia conpanies
invest in farm and overseas, utilising Mal aysian vessels to transport the
products back home or to their export nmarkets.

"This sem nar is for you, the business people. W want you to be
interested in these projects and to i nvest your noney. Unbl ock your mi nds
and don't just see oil palmand rubber. If we can succeed in produci ng oi
pal mand rubber, | don't see why we cannot succeed in these (other
sectors)," he said.

The obj ectives of the one-day semi nar include attracting i nvestnents
fromdonestic and foreign conpanies in the agriculture sector, and to
expl ore newinvestment opportunities in the agricultural sector as
identifiedin the Third National Agricultural Policy (1998-2001) or NAP3.

The NAP3 seeks to provide the gradual but effective transformation of
the agricultural and forestry sectors, naxini sing incone through the
optimal utilisation of resources in the sector.
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