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PM BNis still the best (HL)

Pat vi nder Si ngh

SEPANG, Sun - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today the
Bari san Nasional's win in the Sanggang State by-el ection shows there is a
realisation anong voters that the BNis still the best party as it does
not abuse its position or use dirty tactics.

He said the BN had carried out an effective canpaign while the
Opposition used tactics that were "very dirty" by frightening people,
especially the Chinese, so that they would not come out to vote.

"Their behavi our was very dirty and we are very saddened by their
nmet hods, " added Dr Mahat hir, who is BN chairnman

The people were also no longer easily stirred up by matters such as the
al l eged victim sation of former Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim he said when asked about factors that contributed to the BN s win
yest er day.

The Prime M nister was speaking to reporters after |aunching and | ater
wat chi ng races at the Mal aysian Mdtorcycle Grand Prix at the Sepang
International Grcuit.

In the by-election, BN s Redzwan Harun def eat ed Dat uk H shanuddi n Yahaya
of Pas by a mgjority of 1,963. Redzwan garnered 6,743 votes while
H shanmuddi n obt ai ned 4, 780 vot es.

The by-el ection was held foll owi ng the death of 54-year-old Datuk
Abdul  ah Kia froma stroke on Feb 26.

Dr Mahathir said he was happy with the win as the BN s mgjority had
increased fromthe | ast general election. The increased majority, he said,
was despite 900 voters being renoved fromthe electoral rolls who he said
coul d have been BN supporters.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked about perceptions that with the win the BN
had succeeded in increasing its support anmong the people but that the "the
battle is on".

"The battle is actually on. Although we won well in the | ast genera
el ection, there was evidence that support for the BN had decreased,
especially among the Malays. This was due to the Opposition's incitement,"”
he sai d.

He said in the Sanggang by-el ection the BN had the opportunity to
provide clarification about the actual situation in the country and this
had gi ven confidence to the people to vote for the BN

"The Qpposition's canpai gn was based on one matter only - hate the BN
and vote for us. If we ask (the people) what they got fromvoting for the
Qpposition, they would say nothing. Only that the Opposition wanted to
incite hatred agai nst the Governnent.

"Qurs is not a question of hating but adm nistering the country and we
want to safeguard Islam"”

Asked i f the support of Ml ays had been restored, he said it would be
restored after approaching themand providing clarification on what was
actual | y happeni ng.

"There is no conspiracy. There is no cruelty. W only want to save our
country froma person who we feel is not qualified. That is all."
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