15/ 08/ 2000

PM Petty traders nust inprove busi ness before venturing out

ALOR STAR, Mon. - Snall-tine businessnen nust strive to i nprove and
venture i nto bi gger busi ness after gat hering experience, Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

"I'n any busi ness, we nust always i nprove and beconme nore organi sed," he
sai d.

Launchi ng a book titled, Che Det dan Pekan Rabu, in front of the Al or
Star's famed traditional craft and food market, Dr Mahat hir expressed his
dream of seei ng Pekan Rabu and its surrounding area transfornmed into a
mal |l in the fashion of Bintang VWal k in Kuala Lunpur.

"I hope traders in Pekan Rabu wi || not think that they should stay here
forever.

"Once they i nprove and devel op, they can go on to bigger things and give
new traders their place in Pekan Rabu," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who set up shop at Pekan Rabu during the Japanese
Cccupation, said he had never di stanced hi nsel f fromhi s begi nnings as a
trader there.

"This is where | first |earnt about busi ness and econom cs; know edge
that has been useful until nowwhen | amthe Prinme M nister

"I have even witten a gui debook for petty traders based on the
know edge gat hered here (Pekan Rabu).

"My experience has al so hel ped me | earn howto budget, take account of
costs and expenses and learn to save and re-invest in business."

Dr Mahat hir, who spoke fondly of his days at Pekan Rabu, said the book
was t he greatest honour he had ever received.

He said he disliked his name to be associated with other things, but not
Pekan Rabu.

The pictorial book, published by Koperasi Pekan Rabu Al or Star Berhad,
was witten by Kedah State Library circul ation division head, Zahi di
Zai nol Rashid, in recognition of the Prime Mnister's contributions to the
devel oprment of Pekan Rabu

This i s Zahidi Zai nol's second book on the Prime Mnister, the first
bei ng Mahat hir di Mata Unum publi shed by Koperasi Serbaguna Penulis Utara
Mal aysi a Bhd | ast year.

At RML20 a copy, the book features the history and devel opnent of Pekan
Rabu froma day market al ong Tanjung Chali in Alor Star to the bustling
mar ket pl ace and | andmark that it is today.

Rel ating his experience, Dr Mahathir said he and three friends began
trading in Pekan Rabu after he was thrown out from doing business at a
canteen in the State Government office, by the Japanese.

They opened a stall selling coffee, cendol, ginger juice, pulut udang
and ot her foodstuff before venturing into selling "bigger things".

(END)



	PM: Petty traders must improve business before venturing out (NST 15/08/2000)

