13/ 12/ 2000

" Hope everyone understood PM s expl anation'

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik today
sai d he hoped everyone understood the Prime M nister's expl anation for
rejecting Sugiu' s demands.

Dr Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, saidthis after receiving a
courtesy call fromSri Lankan Avi ation and Airports Devel opment M ni ster
Jeyaraj Fernadopul l e at his office.

Asked whet her MCA woul d t ake any action foll ow ng Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s expl anation, he said it was not necessary.

Yesterday, the Prinme M nister had said the Governnent coul d not
entertain demands by Suqiu as it was tantanmount to abolishing Malay rights
and could result in chaos.

Dr Mahathir said this in Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

Sugi u, which is the acronymfor Ml aysian Chi nese Organi sation's
El ecti on Appeal s Committee, clains to have nore than 2,095 affiliated
associ ati ons.

Meanwhi | e t he Federati on of Chi nese Associ ati ons Mal aysi a t oday appeal ed
to all leaders in the country to exercise restraint intheir statenents
and avoi d di scussing sensitive issues in the open.

Its president Tan Sri Chong Chin Shoong said the things uttered in
public shoul d not cause danage to the country's raci al harnony.

"We must address sensitive issues behind cl osed doors and sol ve t hem
am cably."

( END)
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