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Peace, stability pave success

EDUCATI ON, knowl edge and skills open wi ndows to financially rewarding
careers but they do not necessarily make |life conpl eat. Wat maketh, is
the attai nment of spirituality. Understandi ng and practice of religion
silently and privately, are the bedrock of contentnent. For what is life,
if full of material acquisitions, we carry hatred in our hearts and

di strust in our m nds.

Islam like all religions, teaches sinple tenets. It asks believers to
believe in Allah, the all-knowing. It requires Muslins to practice life
t he way Nabi Muhamuad s.a.w. (peace be upon hinm |ived by exanple. The
umah nust be at peace. Discord divides race and rends countries. That is
not the way to chart a Miuslimrenai ssance. Stability paves the road to
success.

This was the gist and grist of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbohamad' s address to an audi ence of Muslimintellectual s and prof essional s
i n London on Tuesday. The thene was uni versal but the underlying concerns
wer e domesti c.

For Dr Mahathir, who is al so the president of Umo, is troubled by the
intra-Muslimconflict that is likely to derail the econom c success of the
country and the unity of the Mal ays. The young anbng Muslins are obsessed
by hatred of the | eaders of the | and who had toiled tirelessly to
establish the very environment that nurtured educat ed prof essional s.

They throwin their lot with religious fanatics and extrenists. They
have feverish thoughts about martyrs' deaths and places in heaven. They
have scant regard and no concern for peace and stability anong t he ummah.

Dr Mahathir's lanent i s understandable. For he had put in place
programes to nudge the country's econony and to better the Iivelihood of
all inthe land in the early years after he assuned the office of party
president and Prime Mnister, on July 16, 1981.

He gave his initiatives alofty philosophical framework 10 years | ater
in 1991, when he nade public the pamphlet: Vision 2020 - The Way Forward.
He achi eved a neasure of success in prodding peopleto lift thensel ves
frompersonal strifes and concerns and be exal ted by the vision he had for

the country.

Econom cal |y, despite hiccups, we are well on the road to becom ng a
devel oped nation by the year 2020. Socially we are better today than 20
years ago. But the Mal ays, the Muslims, are divided as was patent in | ast
Novenber's general el ection.

That is uppernost in Dr Mahathir's m nd. Wich is why he is devoting
nore of his tine to party work, del egating nore governnmental duties to his
deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Badawi. And that is the reason for his
cynicism his adnission at the London gathering that it is very difficult
to be optimstic about a Miuslimrenai ssance.

H s speech reveal s his conviction that Muslinms do not understand
reality. It is actually a converse of the age-old aphorismthat nankind
cannot bear too much reality.

Dr Mahat hir believes that Muslins, as a people and as nations, cannot
nove forward if they do not realise that Islamis a very, very sinple
religion. They shoul d not be confused, confounded and entrapped by
differing interpretations.

If they continue to argue, debate and di sagree on the teachi ngs of their
religion they would only | end hel pi ng hands to their detractors and



enem es. Muslimcountries have to strive to catch up with industrialised
econonmi es.
Peace and stability are the assured roads. It is true of Muslimnations
and it is also true of the Miuslins in Ml aysia.
(END)
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