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PEG APEC
PEG MOVES AHEAD TO LESSEN DI G TAL DI VI DE

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 8 (Bernamm) -- The Ml aysi an- proposed Partnership for
Equi table Gowth (PEG has | aunched the second phase of its Apec IT
initiative progranme in Bangkok, wi ring up rural schools and snall
busi nesses.

Chi ef executive officer of Apec's PEG Dr Shafiq Abdullah said the
I aunch with the schools in Lopburi province in Thailand is a step in the
right direction for the | arge corporations which had pl edged to assist the
devel opnent of I T programmes in rural areas.

In a PEG statenent Shafiqg said it was inportant that children get sone
degree of access to informati on and know edge avail abl e on the internet
wher ever they were.

"The PEG has already inplenented this scheme in numerous schools in
Mal aysi a, | ndonesia and el sewhere in the Apec region. W will be working
with the top I CT conpanies to also wire up rural schools in Russia, Chile
and Peru.

"The success of this project can be seen by the strong support which we
are getting fromconpani es such as Oracle, HP, Ingenuity M crosystens and
Acer," he said.

The Apec IT initiative is nodeled after the Miltinedia Super Corridor
testbed in Cyberjaya as a neans to | eapfrog the digital divide for
devel oping countries aimng to catch up with the larger industrialised
econom es.

The PEG was set up in 1988 followi ng call by Apec | eaders for an
organi sation which will pursue capacity building initiatives in the Apec
region particularly to help out small businesses in the | esser devel oped
Apec econoni es.

The other main projects of the PEG are the Apec Asian Gas Gid project
which will link the natural gas resources of Natuna Al pha D of |Indonesia to
consurmers in North Asia via a gas pipeline.

This project has passed the feasibility stage and is now noving onto
the negotiation stage with the main parties, and the Apec SME Autonotive
Apprenti ceshi p Schene.

For I ndonesia, the value of the Asian Gas Gid project in terns of
future revenue streamfromthe sale of gas is estimted over RVbO billion.
The founding patron of the PEGis the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad. -- BERNAMA
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