10/ 07/ 2000
Penang off to a good start

Radzi Sapi ee; P Chandra

PENANG Juni ors yesterday carried the aspirations of forner chanpions

El ectrical Swi tchgear Automation (ESA) when they beat anot her new outfit
English College 2-0 in their MHF-M I 0-NSC Juni or League nmatch at the
Nat i onal Hockey Stadiumin Bukit Jalil

The wi n propel |l ed Penang, effectively the reincarnation of 1996 overal
and | eague chanpions ESA, to the top of the table. Parading seven forner
ESA pl ayers, they nmet sonme stiff resistance fromEnglish College, the
rei ncarnation of another absent outfit Johor Sports Council (JSC

The col l ege's six former JSC boys spurred their | ess-experienced team
mates to put up a fierce fight but Penang got the upper-hand when they
opened scoring with a sixth mnute field goal from Ahnad Hasbi Abdu
Lati b, a former ESA boy.

English College tried to follow suit and the pace of play was heated up
with players fromboth sides getting agressive and hitting the bal
dangerously.

In the end, Penang proved to be the better ones when a barrage of
attacks following a failed English Coll ege attenpt gave themthe space and
Pragas Let chumanan, anot her ESA boy, scored in the 55th m nute.

The result was hardly surprising as it is effectively a match bet ween
ESA and JSC.

Meanwhi | e, the MPPJ Stadiumin Petaling Jaya saw anot her m ddl e-ranked
Tanmpin District locked 1-1 with new outfit Selangor State Devel opnent
Cor por ati on.

In I poh, former five-time overall title-holders Anderson were held to a
1-1 draw by Bukit Jalil at the Azl an Shah Stadium The visitors took the
lead in the 30th nminute when skipper Wan Asyrizal Wan Miustapha converted a
penalty corner to beat keeper Anderson Mahathir Thayin.

Three m nutes into the second-hal f, Anderson made a quick counter attack
to equal i se. Mohamed Ri duann Mohamad Nasir's first attenpt at goal came
of f a rebound from keeper Mhaned Firdaus Razali and he sl ammed the bal
in.

( END)
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