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Sai ful Azhar Abdul I ah

LANGKAW , Sun. - Warni ng devel opi ng economni es of a possi bl e economic

dom nati on by devel oped nations, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad cal | ed on
themto equip thensel ves and build their strength to fight the onslaught.

Failure to do so, said the Prime Mnister, was tantanmount to "l aying
down our weapons and surrendering our collective destinies".

He rem nded t he devel opi ng world that gl obalisation, the so-called new
phenonenon, was deliberately shaped to fulfill the requirenents of the
princi pal players.

"(lIt is) a process greatly aided by political powers bent on creating
i nternational conditions conducive to their needs," he saidin his keynote
address at the Smart Partnershi p Di al ogue openi ng and di nner at the
Mahsuri | nternational Exhibition Centre tonight.

The Prime M nister al so expl ai ned the pl oy of the devel oped nations to
domi nate the worl d econony.

Citing exanpl es of market distortions and unfair practices by the
devel oped econonies, Dr Mahathir said pro-activity was necessary for
devel opi ng nati ons "because t he st akes get i ncreasingly hi gher, because
one wong nove could result in the loss of lives and livelihood, of
sovereignty of nations, of right to call our country our own".

Dr Mahathir, acritic of gl obalisation, again voi ced out his annoyance
at the pressure put on devel opi ng nations to accept the process.

"I't has often been said that only permanence i s change and at present
t hi s phenonenon cal l ed “gl obal i sation' prom ses to change t he economnic
political and social |andscapes the world over.

"Li kewi se, we are nmade to believe that globalisationis in fact driven
by irrefutabl e econonic | ans and irrepressi bl e market forces.

"All nations big and small must accept or accommopdate it, that it is
i npossible to resist or even nodify. In fact, the director general of the
Worl d Trade Organi sation |i kened t he stoppi ng of gl obalisation “as trying
to stop the rotation of the earth'.

"Why are they trying so hard to pass this on as the "truth' ?" asked Dr
Mahat hi r .

"Because its repetition and rei nforcenent “intimdates' us into thinking
that they knowbetter and this intinidation prevents critical analysis."”

It was indeed baffling that in the face of the onslaught of such diverse
econom ¢ and political strategi es for econom c dom nation, any effort on
the part of devel opi ng nations to sl owthe advancenent of trade
liberalisationwas automatically | abelled as "barriers to business" or
"mar ket distortions".

"Al'l around us doubl e standard abound," said the Prine M nister

Duri ng the seven-year |ong U uguay Round of General Agreenent on Tariff
and Trade, devel oped nations |ike the US and Japan secured special terms
for their textile and agricultural sectors.

As gl obal trade increasingly endangers their supremacy in these areas,

t hey have resorted to a range of tariffs and non-tariff barriers,
i ncl udi ng quotas and so-cal | ed voluntary export restrictions.

Dr Mahathir said they had al so introduced their own Rules of Originto
identify where a textile or clothing product cane from thus changing t he
condi ti ons of competition and adding to the restrictions agai nst | ow cost
textile exports of other countries.

South Africa's "free trade" agreenent with the European Uni on, he said,



excl uded 46 per cent of South Africa's agricultural products because they
directly conpeted w th European producers.

Anot her exanpl e stated by the Prime Mnister was the Trade Rel ated
Intell ectual Property Ri ghts Agreenment (Trips) which protected the rights
of corporations but allowed for patenting of the shared know edge of
i ndi genous communi ties.

"The inplication for devel oping countries is the loss of billions in
rent transfers to rich countries as transnational corporations wll
continue to control virtually all the patents of devel opi ng countries.”

Dr Mahathir was also critical of WIiO s denmand that all countries stop
subsi di si ng farmers whi ch he descri bed as sending "small farns and farners
all over the world to an early grave".

Quoting the US trade policies stated by the Ofice of the US Trade
Representati ves and Rel ated Entities on why the US nust pursue an
"activist trade policy" in the Asia-Pacific Region, he said the devel oping
econom es nmust wake up to the reality of these future chall enges.

Dr Mahat hir al so spoke of the extreme poverty afflicting one-fifth of
the worl d's popul ation and call ed for the margi nalisation of Africa to be
corrected.
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