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Peopl e shoul d open their eyes to the threat of neo-colonialism
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IT was quite scary to read about how a 65-year-old man from Tai pi ng, who
was bei ng divorced by his young wife, went berserk

Apart fromthreatening his 36-year-old wife with a Ranbo knife, he al so
threw curry powder at her face as well as others who tried to intervene.
Such an act can only be described as | ove or, rather, obsession or
possessi venes.

In the past, during the seafaring days of the West, the best anpong nen
woul d travel the seven seas, |eaving their spouses and | oved ones in
search of precious spices.

In the 16th and 17th century, Portuguese and Dutch traders, later joined
by the British, travelled wide and far in search of spice.

Cornel i us De Houtrman and Lopez De Sequeira were anong the nmany Dutch and
Portuguese traders who reached the South East Asian shores in search of
the exotic stuff.

But what started as nere trading interest turned out to be the beginning
of col onisation which lasted in Indonesia and Mal aysia for nore than 400
years.

The annal s woul d show how the British and Dutch East |ndia Conpani es,
the tools of Western expansion in the East, through choi ce and desi gn,

di vi ded anpng thensel ves Mal acca, Batavia (the old capital of |ndonesia)
the Mol uccas or Spice |Islands and Singapore.

These are matters of the past which, to many, are best discussed during
a di scourse on history. O herw se, they should be kept in the archives for
students to dig up for their research.

But now, with so rmuch anxi ety over neo-colonialismrearing its ugly
head, reflections on these historical |egacies should help the citizenry
to deci de whether there is any justification for such fears.

Sceptics will brush it aside as paranoia while the conservatives and the
establishment will bet their last dollar that it has already started.
The bl eeding heart liberals will dismss it as a Governnent propaganda
while the intellectuals will want to hold a semnar on it, debate on it
and then leave it to participants to decide

In short, when politicians in the country raised the issue of neo-
colonialism society tends to wonder whether it is true or perceived, or
merely a political tool for certain |eaders to remain in power.

Debat es about neo-col onialismwere actually rampant during the height of
t he econom ¢ downturn and political crisis follow ng the sacking of Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahi ma couple of years ago.

At that time, according to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad, neo-col oni alismwoul d have becone a reality if the econonic
crisis had had not been handl ed properly.

The political crisis, given the intense hatred that spiced it, can very
wel | be a vehicle for the neo-colonialists to ride on to pursue their
agenda.

It so happened that Mal aysia got out of the economic crisis and rode the
political uncertainties quite well as reflected by the results of |ast
year's general election.

As such, there is nothing to prove nor disprove that neo-colonialismis
in store for the nation.

But for Pas MP Mohaned Sabu who is known for being a | oose cannon, he
was convi nced.



"I ndonesi a and Mal aysia are already on their way to be col onised."
His justifications were based on the recent devel opnents in | ndonesia
where its president Abdurrahman Wahi d or popul arly known as Gus Dur has
decided to "engage" former US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger as the
republic's adviser.
To him Malaysia too is part of the United States' col onisation package
as it had opted to engage foreign-based conpany Sal onon Snith and Bar ney
to advi se the Governnent on political and economic matters.
However, this is disputed by an Umo | eader who pointed out that the
company was paid to carry out the consultancy role and coul d be di sm ssed
once its contract expired or when the Governnment did not need it anynore.
"But in the case of Indonesia and Kissinger, it is not a matter of
choi ce but rather, the republic was forced to do so,"” said the Umo
| eader, a fact that Mhanmed concurred.
Pas Youth chief Mahfuz Omar shared sinmilar sentinents about Gus Dur and
Ki ssi nger but was reluctant to discuss the matter further.
Hi s reluctance i s understandabl e especially when Pas and Parti Keadil an
Nasional, its partner in the Barisan Alternatif, were shouting glory when
Gus Dur becane the president.
To Pas then, Gus Dur's ascendancy to the presidency was a victory for
Islamas he is the | eader of Nahdatul U amak, the powerful Islamc
nmovenent in | ndonesi a.
For Keadilan, it was a victory for the |Indonesian refornmasi novenent
whi ch nanaged to do away with the status quo - President B.J. Habibie and
Gol kar .
However, now, as new chapters are charted in |Indonesia, both Pas and
Keadilan will be treating Gus Dur like a |l eper and not share his glory
anynore.
Bot h Mbhamed and Mahfuz believe that Gus Dur was forced to accept
Ki ssinger if Indonesia were to continue receiving financial aid fromthe
I nternational Monetary Fund (1 M).
Much as Pas and Keadil an have every right to dismss Gus Dur, the
question of neo-colonialismin Indonesia is no |longer nerely perceived but
real in so far as the two political parties are concerned.
Back in Mal aysia, the question that arises is whether these aspects of
neo-col onialismvis-a-vis the | M- woul d have becone a reality here if the
nation had taken a different path when dealing with the economi c probl ens?
Woul d rogue currency specul ator George Soros who i s proposing to be the
"master"” of financial institutions and public utility entities in
I ndonesi a be able to do the sane in Malaysia if the nation's politica
direction had taken a different path?
The funny thing is this though - while npbst Ml aysi ans, the opposition
i ncluded, are nore than prepared to accept neo-col onialismcreeping into
| ndonesi a, they will not concur when it concerns Ml aysi a.
Either they feel that Malaysia is too "smart" to be col onised or that
the | eader who brought it up was soneone they disliked.
If only they will open their eyes and m nds and not be gui ded by hatred.
Only then can such food for thought add spice to their otherw se nyopic
exi st ence.
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