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Per odua may cut back on sone nodel s to support Kenari

Franci s Fer nandez

PERUSAHAAN O onpbi | Kedua Sdn Bhd (Perodua) will scal e down on the
production of sone of its existing nmodel s to acconmodat e production of its
soon to be I aunched 1000cc Kenari nulti usage mni wagon

Per odua pl ans to produce between 1,600 units and 2,000 units of the
Kenari a nmonth but if the demand i s overwhel mi ng then the conpany plans to
cut down on the production of its other nodels.

Apart from Kenari, Perodua currently produces vehicles ranging from
passenger cars (Kancil), 4Ws (Kenbara) and vans (Rusa).

Per odua' s managi ng di rector, Datuk Abdul Rahnman Orar, admitted t hat
production capacity is a worry as even wi thout the Kenari the capacity is
close to full

"For April our production rate was 97 per cent," Abdul Rahman said
noting t hat the carmaker produced 97,000 vehicles fromits full capacity
of 100, 000 units.

He added that for this year he expects the conpany to increase its
production capacity to 120,000 units through the upgrade of its existing
facilities.

"There will not be an expansion in our production |line, only an upgrade
of the existing facilities," Abdul Rahman sai d. He added t he carnmaker only
expects to expand its production line in the mddle of next year.

For this year, Perodua whichis the third fastest selling car in the
regi on, expects to sell between 108,000 units and 110, 000 units of
aut onoti ve vehicl es.

"Qur production output will be |ikew se," he said addi ng that Perodua
only produces cars based on the denmand in the market. He added i n 1999,
Per odua sol d 98. 8 per cent of the units it manufactured.

In 1999, Perodua's total production output was 87,000 units and it
managed to sell about 86,000 units.

Thi s year, Abdul Rahman said the demand for cars is expected to be in
t he range of 350, 000 and 380, 000 units, and Perodua hopes to capture a
m ni mum 29 per cent share of the market.

Meanwhi | e, the managi ng director al so said that the Kenari will be sold
bet ween RMB7, 000 and RWA2, 000. He al so said that the nmulti m ni wagon is
equi pped with el ectronic fuel injected 12 val ve DOHC engi ne to provi de
better driving power and fuel efficiency.

The nulti usage mini wagon will conme in three variants, nanely, the one
litre standard (EX) nodel and the one |itre del uxe (GX) nodel which comes
with a five speed manual transm ssion, and the one litre automatic (EZ)
nodel which cones with a four speed automatic transm ssion

The Kenari will be officially |launched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on June 14 this year but it will be avail abl e for booking
at all Perodua sal es outlets and e-shoppe starting today.

At the news conference Abdul Rahnman said that Perodua will al so have an
e-auction in conjunction with the | aunch of Kenari.

"The e-auctionis the first electronic charity auction for an autonotive
in Mal aysia and the proceeds will be donated to various charitable
organi sations t hrough BAKTI . "

The Kenari on auction will be unique as it will be specially fitted with
| eat her seats, steering wheel and door trim and the centre cluster will
be am nated in a special colour of light grey. Inadditionit will bear a
speci al registration nunber of VWHP 9.



Those who are interested in naking a bid for the Kenari will have to | og
on t o ww. per odua. com ny/ Kenari. A sneak previ ewon the Kenari woul d be
avail abl e online. To bid, the interested party would have to hit on the
banner that says "dick to bid" and the site will nove to
www. | el ong. com ny/ kenari for registration before biddingfor the vehicle.

The successful bidder will be presented with the pearl white automatic
Kenari at the | aunching cerenony of the car on June 14.
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