16/ 10/ 2000
PM Don't level hills (HL)

Ranml an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Hills should not be levelled and trees felled

i ndiscrimnately inthe name of devel oprment, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

I nstead, he said, projects |ike housing should "incorporate"” greenery -
maki ng themnore attractive and with the units fetching a higher price.

"There is no need to level hills so that sonething can be built on t hem
It can be done if the foundation for the buildings to be constructed is
strong enough and taking i nto account the slope of the hills,"” he said
when | aunching the "New M | | enniumTree Pl anti ng" canpai gn at Tanman Buki t
Jalil.

Later, joined by thousands of Mal aysians in various parts of the
country, Dr Mahathir participated in the canpai gn which entered the
Mal aysi a Book OF Records.

The organi sers have targeted for a total of 100,000 trees to planted
si mul taneously wi t hi n one ni nute t hroughout the country.

Dr Mahathir said if hills were not |evelled, they woul d hel p preserve
t he exi sting natural | andscape.

"If ahill is cleared for a project, then we have to | andscape the area
after it is conpleted. This is a waste of nobney."

The Prine Mnister said it would be neani ngl ess to have rapid
devel opment only to see the environment destroyed in the process.

"I'f we want to becone a devel oped nation, one of the criteria that we
must have is concern for the environment."

He said while nmany foreign tourists were inpressed with the country's
greenery, Ml aysians often took it for granted.

"W do not value this until we go to countries and see deserts instead
of trees. W have lots of trees, so we nust protect them Do not fell them
so easily without any consideration for the environnent."

Dr Mahat hir al so spoke on the need for nore parks for the people

especially in areas where the price of land was still |ow
"Before long, they will be surrounded by devel opnent, turning theminto
city parks.”

Later at a Press conference, Dr Mahathir said although the tree-planting
canpai gn woul d be hel d annual Iy, the public should not wait for it before
greening their areas.

"You do not have to wait ... plant as nmany trees as possi ble, the nore
the better.”

Asked to el aborate on his call for nore parks, Dr Mahathir felt the high
cost of |and shoul d not prevent |ocal authorities fromdoing so as such
proj ects coul d nake use of existing hills and green | ungs.

The Prime M nister was asked about Ml aysia, despite carryi ng out
vari ous canpai gns for the environment, still being criticised by sonme
quarters for not doing enough

"There is no point taking into account foreign reports about Ml aysi a
whi ch shoul d be di sm ssed conpletely," he retorted.

"Even foreigners tell ne they don't rely on forei gn newspapers. Those
interested to invest here say the situationin Malaysiais different from
the reports they read.

"It isthe same with tourists. They knowthat all these (reports) are
negative propaganda."

( END)
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