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PM Pronpt response to new technol ogi es needed

Ei rmal asar e Bani

NEWt echnol ogi es can increase the productivity of a country, thus
rejecting or even delaying their adoption woul d reduce the conpetitiveness
of the country's econony, says Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

He said with e-commerce and know edge- econony demandi ng faster
comuni cati ons and convergence of technologies, it is no |onger practica
for the Governnment to separate comuni cati ons from broadcasting by issuing
different licences for each service.

"One licence would cover all. Ooviously, new technol ogi es cannot be
licensed separately fromold technol ogies,” he said when opening the 40th
Conmonweal t h Tel ecommuni cati ons Council (CTO neeting in Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

He said some people do not understand the technol ogy and suspect that
they are being taken for a ride.

"They feel that the Governnent nust control and |icense
tel ecommuni cations conpanies and |imt their nunbers. The i nvestnents
involved are very big and it is likely that many would fail, with serious
consequences for investors, enployees and al so the Government," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said sone tel ecomruni cati ons conpanies dislike
i censing "unl ess they have al ready been |icensed and newconers are
excl uded".

These conpani es may be stuck with expensive old technol ogy which they
plan to use and get returns on their investnents, he added.

"New t echnol ogi es, we are told, are cheaper and nore efficient as well
as lending to wider applications. Not to use themwoul d make a country
backward in terns of conmmunications and busi ness,” he said.

This will encourage new conpanies to come up with proposals for the
state-of-the-art applications which the old conpanies are not too keen to
take up, which will also place the Governnent in a dil emma.

"To reject new technology will be bad, to accept, can cause a | ot of
| osses for |arge old conpanies,” he added.

The Prime M nister, however, said that the Governnent is not deterred
and plans to nake full use of the technology for the country's growth and
devel oprent with the inplenentation of, anong others, the Miltinmedi a Super
Corridor (MsSC), Multinedia University, Entertainnent Village and
Cyberj aya.

"All the necessary tel econmuni cations and other infrastructure have been
put in place. Everything that is needed for research, devel opnent,
wor | dwi de operational centres, have been provi ded," he added.

Total investnent in the MSCis expected to exceed RM20 billion by 2005.
In terns of enploynment, sone 35,000 jobs will be created by 2005 conpared
with only 5,500 new j obs between 1997 and 1999.

"Technol ogy should not be a privilege of those in the urban areas or in
the rich countries only," he said.

On the roles of the CTO Dr Mahathir said the council can help in
narrowi ng the "digital divide" by conmtting funds, resources, and
computer and Internet training to the | ess devel oped countries before they
fall further behind in technol ogy and wealth.

"Al'l countries, big and small, have potential markets for
t el ecommuni cations,” he said, adding as i ndependent nations, they can neke
avail able certain licences and facilities.



He al so said while there is a rush to gain shares in the
t el ecommuni cations i ndustry worl dwi de by major international players, it
i s hoped that these conpanies will not try to nonopolise everything.

"If they are needed to help the industry in poorer countries, they
shoul d apportion a bigger share of the profits to their partners,” he
sai d.
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