14/ 06/ 2000
PM Visit to Japan has given me many ideas

Ram an Sai d

PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
his one-week visit to Japan had gi ven hi m many i deas whi ch he hoped coul d
be i mpl enented i n Mal aysi a.

"I visited many industries that are relevant to Ml aysia and whi ch have
given ne many ideas. | hope they can be used here,” he said at a Press
conference at the Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah airport upon his
arrival

Dr Mahathir said he al so had di scussions wi th Japanese Prinme M nister
Yoshiro Mori, Dr Ei suke Sakaki bara, a forner Vice-Finance M nister known
as "M Yen" for his influence over financial narkets, and others who had
shown interest in taking part in economc activities in Ml aysia.

On the response from Japanese investors towards the Multinmedi a Super
Corridor, Dr Mahathir said they had shown a |l ot of interest although he
did not neet all of them

"I believe they will be nore active (in investing in MSC)."

The Prime M nister was al so asked on the Si padan hostages issue and the
Philippine imigration chief Rufus Rodriquest's statenent which backed the
ki dnappers' demand that Kual a Lunpur investigate human rights violations
agai nst the 500, 000-strong Filipino popul ation in Sabah.

Dr Mahathir replied: "This is donmestic politics."

When pointed out that Rodriquest's statement was contrary to the stand
of the Philippines Governnent, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia woul d not give
consi deration to unsound proposals.

On whet her Mal aysi a woul d propose new neasures towards securing a speedy
rel ease of the hostages, Dr Mahathir said it was still not clear what the
ki dnappers want ed.

"Some say they want noney but we are worried that the Philippines
Governnent m ght not be happy if we give the noney.

"What can we do? This situation is sonething extraordinary, |ike someone
pointing a gun at us and asking us to nake a decision. It's going to be a
bit difficult."”

Later, commenting on Rodriquest's statenent, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar said no one should dictate to Mal aysia what it should do.

"The matter nust not be politicised. Wiat's inportant is for everyone to
pl ace the safe rel ease of the hostages as priority."

On his visit to Manila tonorrow, Syed Ham d said he hoped to obtain a
clearer picture of the situation.
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