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PM Resources go to where it's needed nost

Abdul Razak Ahmad

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - The Governnent's all ocation of resources for education
is concentrated in areas where it would bring the greatest benefit to the
great est nunber of students, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
sai d today.

He di spelled all egations made by some quarters who accused the
Gover nment of spending nost of its education budget to finance school s and
facilities in urban areas.

Dr Mahat hir explained that it was better to concentrate the Governnment's
limted resources on sel ected schools intowns and cities where enrol ment
was hi gh.

Furthernore, he said rural school children who show potential are
assi sted and encouraged to nove to better facilities, where they can enjoy
better facilities such as those in Smart School s.

He said the eventual aimis to nmake every school a Smart School .

"W are not neglecting rural people,"” Dr Mahathir said in a dial ogue
session with participants of the "Love Your Country" programe at Sekol ah
Menengah Bestari Putrajaya, here.

Sel ect ed FormFour and Lower Si x secondary school students from Sel angor
participated in the programe.

He was asked by a student why it seenmed as if the Governnment was
spendi ng nore on education in the urban areas instead of rural areas.

The Prime M nister said anong all sectors, the Governnent all ocated the
bi ggest ampbunt to educati on.

O the one mllion civil servants, he said over 300,000 or over 30 per
cent, were teachers.

"Thi s shows howthe Governnent is willing to spend over one third of the
country's funds (for civil servants' salaries) on teachers, so that they
can provi de know edge to our children."

Al so present were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Education M nister
Tan Sri Musa Mohamad and I nformati on M nister Tan Sri Khal il Yaakob.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said that despite realising the
i nportance of education, students nmust al so be aware of the need to
preserve peace and harnony in Mal aysi a.

The Prinme M nister sumred up his advice to the younger generation: "I
pray that you, all the races in Malaysia ...those who will becone future
| eaders, (to) equip yourselves with enough know edge so that the country
(whose | eadership) you inherit will be nore devel oped and better than when
you received it."

( END)
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