02/ 06/ 2000
PM Langkawi has the edge

K. Bal a; Noor Adzman Bahar uddin

LANGKAW , Thurs. - Ml aysia, especially Langkawi, has the conpetitive edge
over other foreign tourist destinations |ike Singapore, in attracting
visitors, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

The Prime Mnister said the cost of living, hotel roomrates and wages
were rmuch | ower, making Mal aysi an destinations attractive and cheap.

"Besi des hotel roomnms, goods and other services are al so cheap,” he told
reporters after visiting the Oriental Village at the foothills of Gunung
Maci ncang here, which will open for business soon

The village will house several shopping outlets where branded goods wi |
be inported direct frommanufacturers. It will al so have severa
restaurants and souvenir outl ets.

Dr Mahathir said with the Oriental Village "it will be possible for us
to secure the goods directly, which neans our prices will be competitive."

On conpetition from Singapore, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi a had an edge
over the republic.

Mal aysi @' s advantage, he said, lay in things |like cheaper hotel roons.

"Aroomin a five-star hotel in Ml aysia costs |ess than US$100 ( RVMB80)
per night.

"This is because the cost of living in Malaysia is | ow, and despite | ow
wages, our workers enjoy a good |life and purchasi ng power," he said.

He sai d because of all these factors, people will find Ml aysia the
cheaper holiday destination

Mor eover, construction costs in Malaysia were |lower than that in
Si ngapor e.

Citing an exanple, he said, a house that costs S$1 million in Singapore
is only worth about RMB00, 000 i n Mal aysi a.

This is why many Singaporeans were investing in Ml aysia.

Real ising this conpetitive edge, Dr Mahathir said nore noney will be
spent to devel op Langkawi and other resorts in the country.

On the study being carried out for the proposed cable car project from
the foothills of the Oiental Village to the 213.3m hi gh Gunung Maci ncang,
Dr Mahathir said the Governnent viewed the project positively.

He said studies had so far shown that the flora and fauna on the hill
besi des the panarom c view of the island, indicated it would be a good
touri smproduct.

He estimated the cost of the cable car project to be |l ess than RVbO
mllion.
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