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PM Har akah publisher ignored warnings, violated conditions

Abdul Razak Ahnmad; Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUVPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday expl ai ned the
reason for reduci ng Harakah's publication frequency fromtw ce weekly to
twice a nonth. He said the action cane after the publisher ignored
war ni ngs not to sell Harakah to the public.

"(The publisher of) Harakah had been warned over and over again that
they were breaking the | aw because they are supposed to circul ate the
paper only among their (Pas) nenbers.

"But they have been selling their paper to the public; they have been
called and told not to do it but they continued, especially during the
(general) election," he told a Press conference after opening the

Kankei ren Asean Managenent semi nar.

The Prinme M nister was asked whether the Home Mnistry's decision to

al | ow Harakah to be published only twice a nonth was a cl anpdown on the
Opposi tion.

He sai d opposition nenbers could not break the | aw and expect that they
"will be privileged and not have any action taken against them" He added
that even Barisan Nasi onal nmenbers who broke the | aw were puni shed.

Dr Mahathir said stern action was not taken agai nst Harakah prior to the
general election as it could have created the inpression that the

CGover nnent was cl anpi ng down on the Opposition

"During the election, if we took action against them people will think
we are trying to suppress opposition views," said Dr Mahathir.

Har akah was yesterday issued a fresh permt by the Hone Mnistry to
publish twice a nonth. Prior to the expiry of its annual permnmit on Feb 28,
the Pas party organ was published on Mondays and Fri days.

Har akah's publication permt expressly forbids it being sold to non-
nmenber s.

Hone M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi was yesterday quoted as
saying that the decision was to standardi se the publication frequency of
all political party publications, and that no political party publication
woul d be allowed to be published nore than twi ce a nonth.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked why Harakah's pernmit was not revoked

al t oget her, since the publisher had conmitted repeated of fences by
allowing it to be on sale to the public.

He replied: "W are really very gentle people. First we give a warning,
and then we give a second warning, and then we give a third warning.
"And then we take gentle action against them And if they continue to
break the law, we will be nore severe with them W are not very crude
i ke sone countries in the West."

On whet her the nove agai nst Harakah coul d be consi dered as a puni shnent,
Dr Mahathir said: "You can say it is a punishnent, but the fact is that
they broke the conditions of their publication pernmt."

Dr Mahat hir was asked whet her action could be taken agai nst non- Pas
nmenber s buyi ng Har akah.

The Prime M nister said the buyers were i nnocent of any offence.

"They (the buyers) are not doi ng anything wong. They're buying
sonmething that is sold," he said.

Dr Mahat hir added that the onus of ensuring only nmenbers bought the
publication lay on the pernit hol ders.

"Peopl e who know the ternms of their publication permts should adhere to
the conditions we've given them"



Asked about the Umo el ections, Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president,
advi sed nenbers not to engage in nud slinging during the divisional
general meetings which began today.
Meanwhi | e, Deputy Hone M nister Datuk Chor Chee Heung told reporters at
the Parlianment | obby that the Governnent woul d take strict action,
i ncl udi ng revoki ng or suspending the permt of Harakah, if its Internet
edi ti on was published nore than tw ce a nonth.
He said the new condition for Harakah to be published only twice a nonth
al so applied to the Internet edition as long as it used a nanme sinmlar to
that of the printed publication.
However, he added, no action would be taken if what appeared in the
Internet did not picture the printed publication or was a "nornmal "
website, |ike the ones set up by other opposition parties.
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