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PHI LI PPI NE PRESI DENT PROPCSES TO VI SIT MALAYSI A

PUTRAJAYA, March 3 (Bernama) -- Philippine President Joseph Estrada
proposes to make an official visit to Malaysia to strengthen bil ateral
ties, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today.

He said Estrada's intention was conveyed to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad by Phili ppine Foreign Secretary Donmingo Siazon when he called on
the prime minister at his office, here.

The date and itinerary for Estrada's visit would be arranged as soon as
possi bl e, Syed Hamid told reporters after the call.

Siazon is here to attend the fourth Ml aysi a-Phili ppi nes Joi nt
Conmi ssi on Meeti ng.

"W will find a suitable date for the visit for the conveni ence of both
| eaders, " Syed Hami d said, adding that the visit mght take place this
year.

Syed Hami d said Siazon extended Estrada's regards to the prinme mnister
and inforned himof the president's intention to make an official visit to
Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir agreed to the visit, he said.

Mal aysi a- Phl i ppine rel ati on has been descri bed as strained foll owi ng
unprecedent ed i ssues taking place including Estrada's remarks agai nst Dr
Mahat hir over the sacking of former Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m

Mal aysi a al so voiced its dissatisfaction towards Estrada for neeting
Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Ismail, when the president was in
Kual a Lunmpur for the Asia Pacific Econonic Cooperation (Apec) forumin
Novenber 1998.

Estrada, who was elected president in July 1998, irked Ml aysi a when he
recei ved Wan Azi zah at the Mal acanang Presidential Palace in Manila in My
| ast year.

Manil a on the other hand was al so sour towards Ml aysia for allegedly
erecting structures on Spratly islands in the South China Sea.

However, Dr Mahathir has said that the Peninjau and Siput reefs and
shoal s on which Ml aysia has erected the structures are in Ml aysi an
territory.

Mal aysi a and the Philippines are anong the several countries partly or
whol ly claimng the Spratly group of islands.
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