28/ 09/ 2000

Pictures of holy sites at Haj Gui dance Conference

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The public will be able to view historical pictures
of Mecca and Medina at the first Conference on Haj CGuidance at the Pal ace
of the CGolden Horses fromFriday until Sunday.

The exhibition, which is in conjunction with the three-day conference,
woul d feature pictures of the ZamZamwel |, pilgrins perform ng the haj
and ot her rituals.

The conference's secretary-general for Saudi Arabia, Dr Abu Bakar
Bageder, said it would be a good opportunity for the public to see how
Mecca originated and how it has devel oped over the years.

"Peopl e can see how much the holy city has changed with devel oprent.
Even the npbsque has expanded trenendously and they woul d be able to see
its origins during the Prophet's tinme," he said.

About 150 del egates representing 52 nations would be present at the
conference. It aims to reviewthe countries' definition of training and
gui dance on haj courses and ensure that pilgrins achieve their goal when
perform ng the holy rituals.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad is schedul ed to open the
conference which will be closed by his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi .

Bageder said the exhibition would provide tangi ble material and
information for pilgrinms and Muslins.

"Besides, it is a beneficial way for del egates to enjoy sone peaceful
and relaxing tinme away fromthe conference,” he added.

Del egates will be going on a trip to Malacca on the second day of the
conference and visit the Al -Azi mnmsque where they will observe a grand
haj course

After that they will go to the Al or Gajah nbsque to witness a serial
type of haj course
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