22/ 06/ 2000

Plan to i nprove bl ood donation procedures

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Ml aysian AIDS Council will work with the Health
Mnistry to i nprove present bl ood donation procedures and sinplify bl ood
donation forns.

Counci |l president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said today a revanp of
the present bl ood donation systemwas needed as questions on the existing
formwere confusing and gave potential blood donors the wong inpression.

"The questions are not fully understood by people, especially those
relating to high-risk behavi our such as having nultiple sexual partners,
engagi ng i n homosexual and bi sexual practices and abusi ng drugs
i ntravenously," she said.

The present formstates that those who practice such high-risk behavi our
shoul d refrain fromdonating bl ood.

Mari na sai d because of this, people who suspect thenselves of being HV
positive would still donate bl ood at donation drives in order to avoid
having their health status questioned by their friends and col | eagues.

"If these people decline to donate after reading the form it will raise
questions in the mnds of other people present due to the social stigna
attached to the di sease."

The revi ew proposal cones on the heels of the recent case where a 47-
year-ol d wonan was given Hl V-contam nated blood by the Jitra Hospital in
Kedah whil e she underwent treatnent for nmenstrual conplications.

A bl ood test on May 8 showed that the woman was H V positive. Her famly
has since filed a RMLOO nmillion suit against the hospital.

She said the council would give its input on howto nake bl ood donati on
forns nore user-friendly by tightening | oophol es and | ooki ng at ways to
make bl ood donati on safer.

Mari na was speaking to reporters after |aunching Cosnos Di scovery Sdn
Bhd's Malay version of its COctopus Online website in a cerenony at the
Ni kko Hot el

Al so present were the organisation's artiste director and event nanager
Veroni ca Ong, Penbi na (Persatuan Penggerak dan Kebudayaan Nasi onal)
president Datuk Zul kifli Ahmad and Mal ay website nmanager Mhd Jami |
Zul kifli.

The website, which al so has English and Chi nese versions, can be
accessed at http://ww. oct opus. com ny.
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