16/ 08/ 2000

Pl an to renanme Pekan Rabu

ALOR STAR, Tues. - The State Governnent today proposed that Al or Star's
famed traditional craft and food bazaar, Pekan Rabu, be renaned " Che Det
Mal |l " to reflect its link toits nost notable forner trader, Prinme

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

Fondly known as the State's first supermarket to be run by Ml ay
traders, Pekan Rabu is one of Alor Star's best known and ol dest | andmarks.

It has | ong been cal | ed Pekan Rabu because of its begi nnings as a weekly
mar ket hel d on Wednesdays, but the bustling market will nowtake on the
ni ckname "Che Det" which is how nost Kedah folk refer to Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahat hir began trading i n Pekan Rabu at the age of 19, during the
Japanese COccupation, and has credited this experience as one which hel ped
hi ml earn the basics of econonics.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain said the move woul d al so
recogni se the many contri butions of the Prinme M nister to the devel opnent
of the market place.

He sai d the State Governnent woul d al so propose to Mara that Koperasi
Pekan Rabu Berhad be all owed to take over the entire buil ding al ong Jal an
Tunku | brahim

He said the portion of the building currently occupi ed by Mara woul d be
turned into a budget hotel.
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