10/ 04/ 2000

PM Violation of |aw is unhealthy

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today he saw a trend towards the use of force by the Cpposition inits
political activities.

Such violation of the laws if left unchecked woul d one day nake Ml aysi a
Ii ke some countries where disgruntled groups riot.

Dr Mahat hir had been asked to conment on an incident in Tenmerloh on
Fri day where two Umo grassroots | eaders were assaulted by Opposition
supporters in a nosque

Kampung Tel uk Ira Umo branch chai rman Mat Pilus Mat Taha, 58, was
punched in the face while he was shaki ng hands with nmenbers of the
congregation inside the village nosque after Friday prayers.

Branch secretary Ahmad Sal |l eh, 47, was al so assaulted by a supporter of
the Opposition when he arrived at the nbsque.

"I amworried this will escalate until there are clashes and nmaybe
bl oodshed.

"If we are to do anything, it nmust be done now before it spreads," Dr
Mahathir told reporters after a denpnstration ride aboard a British Royal
Mari nes' hovercraft at the M nes Beach Resort Hotel.

He al so said he had heard that Parti Keadilan Nasional planned to hold a
denmonstration on April 15 to "renmenber sonething".

"They are preparing to beat the police, carry weapons, sticks and ot her
t hi ngs and al so Mol ot ov cocktails.

"l see a trend towards use of force. This violation of laws is not
heal t hy.

"One day we will become |ike other countries where whenever one group is
not happy they will riot."

Asked what action could be taken, Dr Mahathir said the CGovernment
appeal ed to peopl e to behave.

"Don't do this kind of thing. In other countries, this can be done.
Here, we are open to criticism There is the Parlianent.

"There are Qpposition Menbers of Parlianent unlike some countries where
there are no Opposition nenbers.

The Opposition Menbers of Parlianent here are very fierce.

"What nore do you want ?"

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw
expressed di sappoi ntnent over the assault on the two Umo grassroots
| eaders, saying "gangsterismand hooliganisni had no place in Ml aysian
politics.

Abdul | ah, who is also Home M nister, said police reports had been | odged
and i nvestigati ons had conmenced.

"Assault is an offence that is punishable under the Penal Code. However,
action taken agai nst them should not be construed as a backl ash agai nst
t he Qpposition

"There shoul d be no accusations saying we are taking action against the
Opposi tion.

"Action is only taken for their wongdoings. | do not want the people to
think we are up to sonething, especially since those who started this are
fromthe Opposition,” Abdullah told reporters after attending the Federa
police headquarters' Fanily Day at Taman Tasi k Titi wangsa.

He said he was di sappoi nted that people could indulge in such rough and
unbecom ng behavi our over politics.



"I't should not have occurred as the country practi ses denocracy. There

are ways the people can voice their opinions in accordance with the | aw
they don't have to resort to fistfights.

"Such behavi our should be totally avoided."

In Pekan, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said Pas
| eaders must condemm and take i nmedi ate di sciplinary action agai nst their
menbers who assaulted the two nmen

He said if nothing was done by the Opposition | eaders, it would create a
pi cture where the Pas | eaders thensel ves gave their blessings to such a
case.

"However, | think this incident gives a positive picture towards Umo as
it shows that Umo nenbers are still patient and steadfast in facing the
tactics used by Pas supporters,” he said.

I n Kuantan, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob urged party

menbers to stay cal mand not to enulate what the "ot her side" had done
"This will reflect their accountability.
They too are responsi ble for public order so that people can go on with
their lives without any fear," Khalil, who is Kuantan MP, said after
| aunching a comunity project by Sultan Ahnmad Shah Pol ytechnic at Sekol ah
Kebangsaan Sungai Ul ar.
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