04/ 01/ 2000

Pl edge for nore results in wonmen's issues by NGO | eaders

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - Women's groups have pledged to bring in nore results
in issues concerning the fairer sex in the new mllenium

Thi s nmessage was delivered by wonen | eaders and | eading NGOs at a
gathering with Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Shahri zat Jalil today.

Shahrizat, who is nowin charge of the Wnen's Affairs Departnment (Hawa)
at the ministry, announced an "~ Open Door Policy' between the departnent
and wonen NGOs, which she hoped woul d | ead to greater co-operation between
t hem

"As evident at this gathering, the departnent is being given ful
support by representatives fromall areas of wonen's issues - political
soci al, legal and comrerce," she said, at a buka puasa gat hering at
Quality Inn City Centre.

"W will see nore results, especially with the inplenentation of the
Worren' s Devel oprrent Action Plan," she added.

Shahri zat al so announced that Hawa, al ong with an entourage conprising
representatives of wonmen NGOs, would be visiting the heads of State
governnents in order to ascertain the effectiveness of the nation's
wonmen' s agenda.

Shari zat, who is also MP for Lenbah Pantai, said the transfer of the
departnent fromthe National Unity & Social Devel opnent Mnistry to the
Prime Mnister's Departnent was a further sign of Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's keen attention towards women issues.

She further said that with her in charge of the National Popul ation and
Fam |y Devel opnent Board, there would be a concerted effort by the board
and Hawa to ensure quality devel opnent and the well-being of the famly
fornmed the basic buil ding bl ocks of society.

Sharizat said in the new millennium the chall enge faci ng wonen agenci es
and organi sations was different fromthe past.

She said, "There are now energing i ssues - such as gl obalisation,

I'i beralisation and technol ogi cal inpact - and Hawa nust be able to
antici pate what the future holds for wonen."
( END)
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