21/ 05/ 2000

PM agreed to give posts to MCA “nonths ago'

BUTTERWORTH, Sat. - The decision to offer Penang MCA the posts of State
Legi sl ative Assenbly Deputy Speaker and Penang Port Conmi ssion chairnan
was agreed to by Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad i rmedi ately after the | ast
general el ection.

"The Prime M nister had decided on this a few nonths ago," MCA president
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Long Sik said today.

"We had requested greater representation follow ng the party's and
Bari san Nasional's success in the |last general election ... we are happy
with the decision nade by the Bari san Nasional | eadership," he said.

Dr Ling said this to reporters after opening the Penang MCA del egat es'
conference attended by about 400 del egates.

Al so present were MCA deputy president Datuk LimAh Lek and State MCA
chai rman Datuk Dr Sak Cheng Lum

Dr Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, was asked to coment on the
Penang MCA' s readi ness to accept the two key positions.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon was quoted in several Chinese
newspaper reports as saying that the Barisan Nasional | eadership had
agreed with his (Koh's) proposal that the posts be given to MCA

Asked to comment on this, Dr Ling said:

"The Prime Mnister had offered us the posts and we have accepted them "

"It is an old story," he said, "The final decision (on the two posts)
had al ready been made.

"My advice to MCA nenbers is that they should not argue with people who
won't accept if they are wrong.

"These peopl e are kiasu," he said.

Asked when the MCA would fill the two posts, Dr Ling said: "ASAP (as
soon as possible)."

On the candidates, he said Dr Sak would subnmit the names to hi msoon.

The Deputy Speaker's post is a new one while the Penang Port Comi ssion
chai rmanship is now held by forner State Gerakan chai rman Datuk Tan G m
Hwa.

In the general election, Penang MCA won all nine State seats it
cont est ed.

It had al so requested, anbng ot her things, a second Deputy Chi ef
M nister's post and an additional Exco seat, but was turned down.

The Penang MCA now has the | argest number of seats in the State
Legi sl ative Assenbly foll owing the defection of two Gerakan State
assenbl ynen - Li m Boo Chang (Datuk Keranat) and Li m Chi en Aun (Bayan
Lepas) - to the party.

Gerakan has eight State seats, Umo has 10, and M C has one.

The DAP, Parti Keadil an Nasional and Pas each has one seat in the
33-seat State Legislative Assenbly.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Ling praised Penang MCA nenbers for their
efforts in garnering greater support fromthe people to ensure victory for
the State Barisan Nasional .
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