13/ 05/ 2000

PM assures wonmen of places in counci

FOLLON NG the el ection of only men to the Umo Supreme Council in
Thursday' s party el ecti ons, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohanmad
has gi ven an assurance that there will be places for wonen in the Umo
Suprene Counci |

"We will discuss and see how the Wanita-ship is better represented in
the Supreme Council. | think they deserve it," he said at a press
conference in Kual a Lumpur yest erday.

Dr Mahat hir said he does not think the men-only line-up indicates a form
of protest by the delegates to the party's 54th general assenbly.

"I't is just that the del egates chose the candi dates that they are
famliar with," he added.

Asked whet her former Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man
wi |l be appointed to the Suprene Council, Dr Mahathir said he has not
deci ded yet.

Siti Zaharah was defeated by Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz by 12 votes at the
Wanita Umo el ections on Wdnesday.

Asked to comment on several instances during the Umo General Assenbly
wher e del egat es booed whenever Rafidah's nane was nmenti oned, Dr Mahat hir
sai d:

"I woul d say this is rather unfortunate. There has been a change in
| eader shi p, and those who | ost shoul d be abl e to accept the change as nuch
as the last time when there was a change in | eadership, the | osing side
di d not boo the new person el ected. So, | wi sh that peopl e woul d not boo
because it is not a characteristic of an Umo General Assenbly to boo
peopl e. "

Asked if the del egates night have been provoked i nto nmaki ng such a
response, he said: "They seemto be doi ng these thi ngs together. Maybe
there are sonme views, frank views, | don't know "

Rafi dah i s known for speaking her mnd, and had comented that the
reason why she was booed coul d be because she suggested t hat candi dat es
sign a declaration not to canpaign

On the three el ected Umo vice presidents - Datuk Seri Najib Razak, Tan
Sri Muhamrad Muhammad Tai b, and Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin - and whet her
they met his criteria for clean and hardworki ng | eaders, Dr Mahat hir sai d:

"So far there have been no conpl ai nts or accusati ons agai nst them so
they are eligible to be elected.”

Asked i f he thought the del egates had foll owed his advice to reject
corrupt |eaders, the Prime Mnister said he has no specific charges
agai nst these | eaders.

"l have no proven evi dence that they have been i nvolved in corruption
O course there are | ots of peopl e who make assunptions, but | cannot work

on peopl e's assunptions. | nust have proof of wongdoing. | can't condem
peopl e wi thout proof," Dr Mahathir said.
The Prime Mnister said the Umo Supreme Council line-up is a very good

m X representing various groups and vi ews.

When asked what he t hought about the fact that the three vice-presidents
el ected were all nom nated by his Kubang Pasu division, Dr Mahathir said
he only realised it |ater when sonmebody pointed it out to him

"I don't think it is because ny division nonm nated themthat the others
followed suit. It is just a coincidence," he added

Bernanma reports: Wfe of the Prime Mnister Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah



Mohamed Ali yesterday | aunched a Mal aysi an Journalist Fund in aid of |ocal
journalists and their famlies.

She si nul taneously | aunched a humanitarian fund for Iraq to buy food and
medi cal supplies for Iraqis affected by protracted United Nati ons economnic
sancti ons.

Both funds were initiated by the Associ ati on of Malay Journalists to
mar k Mal aysi an Journal i st Day 2000 cel ebrat ed yesterday at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre in Kual a Lunpur.

"The initiative by the associ ation to al so | aunch the Iraqi humanitarian
fund i s commendabl e as | found out fromny recent visit there that the
Iragis urgently need our aid," she said.

Associ ation president Yazid O hman said May 12 was pi cked to observe
Mal aysi an journal i st day because on that day in 1952, | ocal journalists
first met to map out strategi es to gain Mal aya' s i ndependence fromthe
British.

"l suggest that the managenent of the local print and el ectronic nmedia
declares May 12 a holiday for their staff," he added.
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