27/ 06/ 2000
PM Students being msled (H)

Ram an Sai d

PETALI NG JAYA, Mon. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today he believed students involved in starting fires in schools acted
that way because they had been taught to resort to viol ence.

When the young were influenced to violate the | aw by taking part in
denonstrations, many of themwould be inclined to take the lawinto their
own hands, believing that the authorities would not act agai nst them he
sai d.

There woul d be chaos if people no | onger respected the | aw

Dr Mahathir said this even as two teenagers were detained today in
connection with the all eged arson in Sekol ah Menengah Taman Tun Dr | snai
on Sat ur day.

The two were a 17-year-old forner student of the school who had been
expelled in April while the other was a 15-year-old student, also fromthe
sanme school who was suspended about a week ago.

Police al so remanded two 13-year-old pupils today in connection with the
st abbi ng of seven-year-old Nurul syuhada Abdul Majid outside her school in
Ampang, Sel angor, |ast Thursday.

In that incident, Nurul syuhada was found with two stab wounds - one on
her chest and the other on her back - and bruises on her hands and body
out si de her school follow ng what police believed was an extortion attenpt
(see report on page 3).

Dr Mahathir said there were now peopl e teaching students not to respect
the law, to take part in street denonstrations, challenge the police and
beat up policenen.

"At kindergartens, the young are taught to hate the Government and not
to respect anyone, including teachers. So when they grow up, they wll
becone sonmeone who has no qual ns about goi ng agai nst the | aw.

"They are brought up that way ... thus, many woul d have the inclination
to resort to violence," he said at the Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah
Airport in Subang on his return fromthe GL5 sunmit in Cairo and a private
visit to Italy.

He was asked by reporters to coment on the spate of fires in schools
and on students being suspected of involvenment in sone of them

Dr Mahathir said he was worried that there woul d be disorder if the
trend of violation of the |aw was | eft unchecked.

"I'f we don't respect the law, we will find out one day that we are no
| onger safe,"” he said, adding that enul ati ng behavi our and practices
foreign to society would only bring harmto the country.

On whet her arson and cases of indiscipline in schools warranted greater
attention fromthe police, including giving auxiliary police powers to
headmasters, the Prine M nister said:

"We have to be careful in this matter as powers should not be given
easily to this or that person. Wat should be done is to respect the |aw,
so it means this value rmust be taught to students while they are still in
school. (If not) it will not be |long (before) we find our own house
getting burnt."

The first blaze in schools was on May 6 when three cl assroons of Sekol ah
Rendah Jeni s Kebangsaan (C na) Desa Jaya, Kepong, were destroyed by fire.
Pol i ce suspected arson as the fire broke out in two areas.

On June 3, fire gutted a disciplinary teacher's roomat Sekol ah Menengah
Section 19, Shah Alam Six pupils were detained by police but have since



been rel eased.

On June 19, suspected arsoni sts set ablaze a third floor classroom at
Sekol ah Kebangsaan Rawang.

On Saturday, an early nmorning fire danaged the staffroomat the Sekol ah
Menengah Taman Tun Dr Ismail, the third such incident in the school since
Decenber .
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