04/ 02/ 2000

PMcalls on Mal aysians to continue with their spirit of tol erance

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today called on
Mal aysi ans to continue with their spirit of tol erance which has brought
many benefits and achi evements to the country.

In his Chinese New Year nessage, the Prine Mnister said even though the
country's adm nistration was |led by Miuslins, the Governnent had never
restricted the foll owers of other religions frompractising their faith or
cul tures.

"In fact, mnorities in Malaysia are very fortunate," he said.

He said Mal aysi ans of various races and religions were rational people
who val ued peace and harnony.

"Cel ebrations to mark the Year of the Dragon will no doubt be nore
joyful and neaningful this tine, not only because it is being observed in
the new millennium but also because the country is now free from econonic
pressures.”

Dr Mahathir said the people should al so be grateful that this country
was not badly affected by the economic turnoil which hit the region. Mst
of themcould still lead a confortable life.

"Nevert hel ess, we should learn fromthis incident as we have seen the
destruction it had caused in sone countries," he said.

Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohamed Ali joined Dr Mahathir in wi shing al
Mal aysi an Chi nese " Sel amat Tahun Baru".
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