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PMconfi dent delegates will el ect clean and abl e | eaders

Lokman Mansor

IN THE run-up to party el ections, Umo president and Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has expressed confi dence t hat del egates to Umo's
54t h general assenbly will elect |eaders that are free fromcorruption and
who will work hard for their race, religion and country.

He said they will be | eaders who do not think of only thensel ves.

"I amconfident that this tinme, a mgjority of those elected will be
peopl e who are nore cl ean and not invol ved i n unwant ed practices,” Dr
Mahat hir said at a press conference after a cl osed-door briefing to Umo
| eaders and del egates i n Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

The Unmo general assenbly begins today with the Youth and Wanita joint
assenblies, foll owed by the general assenbly fromtonorrowto Saturday.

Thi s year's assenbly will include the el ection of Umo suprene counci l
menbers.

Atotal of 82 candidates are vying for 32 seats on t he Umo Suprene
Council. The Wanita Umo el ection will see 52 candi dates agai nst 19 posts,

whil e for the Umo Youth election there are 19 posts with 61 candi dat es.

Dr Mahat hir acknow edged t hat Umo nenbers appear to be chasing after
posts in the party, a culture which was not that apparent before.

He attributed it to the changing Malay culture itself, where rapid
ur bani sati on and noder ni sati on have exposed Mal ays to nore freedomyet
al so made them nore sel f-centred.

Asked what he told the del egates during the nore than one-hour briefing,
Dr Mahat hir sai d he remi nded themof the history and phil osophy of Umo's
struggle, and to learn fromthe m stakes of political parties in other
countries that had fought for i ndependence but today no | onger have the
peopl e' s support.

"Some Umo nenbers, because they are new, do not really understand the
party's history and phil osophy. If they know, they do not know enough, and
have veered away fromthe basic principle of fighting for the race,
religion and horel and,” Dr Mahathir said.

He said Umo's i nage at present has been slightly affected, and that the
party shoul d work towards regai ning the i mage it had when Umo was first
established to gain i ndependence.

"At the tinme, everyone felt responsible for the future of the country,
religion and race. They did not give priority to holding top posts for
t hensel ves. I n fact, sone of themnormally rejected posts because t hey
felt they were not eligible.

"Nowadays, although sone have pul |l ed out, many still want to contest for
posts. They are all eligible, but we want the conpetition to be heldin a
friendly manner," Dr Mahat hir added.

Asked about his prom se to expose those who i ndul ge i n noney politics
for the party el ections, the Umo president said he will only nake a
statenent when there is sufficient evidence.

"At the same tinme, if there are any suspici ons but not enough evi dence,
there are ot her ways we can act. There are a few (incidences of noney
politics), but these are not done directly, and are difficult to pin-
point," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d because there are so nany candi dates vying for a
limted number of seats, it is unfair to say that those who | ost were
rej ected because they had i ndul ged i n noney politics.

"We cannot say that. There will be those who | ose because there are not



enough seats. So we cannot bl ame them " he added.

Asked how nany nore tines he will give Umo nenbers a "wake-up" call in
hi s speeches, Dr Mahathir said: "Until they wake up. There are those who
have woken up for a while, but fallen asleep again, so we have to shake
themup. "

( END)
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